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SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 


THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1953 


Unirep Sratres SENATE, 
SuBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND Ornuer INTERNAL Security Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 3 p. m., in the caucus 
room, Senate Office Building, Hon. William E. Jenner (chairman of 
the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Jenner, Welker, and Johnston. 

Also present: Robert Morris, subcommittee counsel, and Benjamin 
Mandel, research director. 

The Cuarrman. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Combs, will you stand and be sworn ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 


Mr. Comps. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RICHARD E. COMBS, CHIEF COUNSEL FOR THE 
CALIFORNIA SENATE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVI- 
TIES, VISALIA, CALIF. 


The Cuairman. At the outset for the record I want to state that 
the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate, in its interim report 
of January 2, 1953, recommended that State legislatures give consid- 
eration to the problem of Communist infiltration into the various 
school systems. Today we have asked Mr. Richard E. Combs, chief 
counsel for the California Senate Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities, to tell us about the work of that committee in California. 

This testimony should aid this committee in determining to what 
extent State legislatures can carry on in this field and aid the com- 
mittee in deciding to what extent it will be necessary for this com- 
mittee to look into subversion in the educational process in the State 
of California. 

You may state your full name to the committee. 

Mr. Comps. Richard E. Combs. 

The Cuarrman. Where do you reside ? 

Mr. Comps. Visalia, Calif. 

Mr. Morris. Would you please spell that for the reporter? 

Mr. Comps. V-i-s-a-l-i-a. 
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The Cuarrman. What is your business, Mr. Combs? 

Mr. Comps. I am an attorney and chief counsel for the Senate Com- 
anittee on Un-American Activities in California. 

The Cuatrman. You may proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, is that a full-time job? 

Mr. Comers. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you held that position—namely, of chief 

ounsel to the California State Senate Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mr. Comes. Fourteen years. 

Mr. Morris. Would you briefly give us the genesis of that commit- 
tee—how the committee came into being? 

Mr. Comps. The committee originated at the 1939 legislative session 
as a result of complaints that came to the State capital concerning 
Communist infiltration in the administration of relief in California. 
At that time, which was during a depression, a great many migratory 
agricultural workers were expropriated by the drought in the Pacific 
Southwest and came to California seeking employment. 

That posed an enormous financial strain on the State relief admin- 
istration. A special session of the legislature was called to appropri- 
ate additional funds. It soon became apparent that the Communist 
Party had created two organizations, one of which operated inside 
the relief administration, and the other operated on the outside. 

The one that operated among the staff members of the relief admin- 
istration was the State, County, and Municipal Workers of America. 
The other one, which was a union ostensibly of unemployed people, 
applicants for relief, was the Workers Alliance. Both of them were 
found officially to be created, dominated, and operated by the Com- 
munist Party in California. 

An applicant for relief who refused to join the Workers Alliance 
would not get relief; something would happen to his paychecks; some 
technicality would arise to prevent him from getting sustenance. He 
was compelled to attend meetings of the Workers Alliance at which 
lectures were give n by Communist organize rs and recruiting spec ial- 
ists, and if he failed to regul: irly attend those meetings, again some- 
thing would happen to his relief checks. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, these are the circumstances which gave 
rise to the formation of the committee in 1939? 

Mr. Comps. That was the main reason for the creation of the 
committee, which was mandated to investigate Communists in the 
State relief administration. It did so, submitted a report, and the 
legislature then decided that it was necessary in California to have an 
overall committee investigating all types of subversive and un-Amer- 
ican activities, and the committee has been reconstituted ever since. 

Mr. Morris. Have you also been connected with the California 
senate committee that has been investigating education? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. In connection with your present assignment, that is, 
chief counsel to the California Senate Committee on Un-American 
Activities, have you gone into this question of subversion in the 


educational process of ( ‘alifornia? 
Mr. Corns. Yes, sir; we have. 
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Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the extent to which you have gone 
into this? 

Mr. Comps. Well, it has been a continuous problem with the com- 
mittee during the entire 14 years of its existence. Most of the people 
that I mentioned as members of the State, County, and Municipal 
Workers of America back in 1939 and 1940 were graduates of Cali- 
fornia universities. They were known members of the Communist 
Party. 

So from the very inception of the committee and continuously 
thereafter on a rather increasing scale, the committee has constantly 
been investigating that particular subject. 

Mr. Morris. I see. ies there been any concentration during the 
past year of your work in this field? 

Mr. Comps. In the field of education ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Comps. Yes, there has been. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about it? 

Mr. Comrs. Well, prior to last March the committee conducted 
numerous public and closed hearings concerning Communist infil- 
tration in the educational institutions of California. Last March 
the committee had a meeting at the University of Southern Califor- 
nia, which is in the southern part of the State in Los Angeles County, 
which was attended by all the presidents of the colleges and univer- 
sities in the southern part of California. 

The following June, on the 24th of the following June, we had a 
similar meeting at the University of San Francisco attended by all the 
college and university presidents in the northern part of the State. A 
week thereafter, 11 colleges joined in a cooperative plan to combat 
Communist infiltration. 

Mr. Morris. Have you had any results since that time, since you 
have had this general alliance? 

Mr. Comps. About 100 faculty members have been removed from 
the faculties as a result of this plan since the 24th of last June. 

Mr. Morris. So your testimony, Mr. Combs, is that since last June— 
June 1952—because of the cooperative effort on the part of your com- 
mittee and the various college presidents and their staffs, more than 
100 members of California faculties have been removed from their 
teaching jobs? 

Mr. Comps. That is correct. In addition to that, Mr. Morris, the 
committee deemed it expedient to indicate to the university adminis- 
trators the necessity, particularly in the larger institutions, of employ- 
ing full-time people who had had a practical experience in the field 
of counter-Communist activities, ex-F BI agents, and ex-Navy and 
military intelligence men. That has been followed. 

On the major colleges and campuses in California such persons are 
working and have been for almost since last June. They maintain a 
liaison with our committee. We in turn make available to them the 
accumulated documentation, the material that we have accumulated 
during the 14 years. But we soon found that it was even more neces- 
sary to prevent people from getting on faculties and obtaining posi- 
tions in the educational institutions than it was to get rid of them 
once their positions became solidified. 
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So the committee developed a procedure whereby applicants for 
positions are referred to us, their names are, and if we do have any 
documentation concerning their Communist activity over a long period 
of time, we make that available to the university as a guide to indicate 
whether or not the individual should be employed. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, is it your testimony that in addition to the 
work of exposing Communists on the various faculties that you also 
aid the California colleges in keeping off the faculty in the first place 
people who are either Communists or about whom there is evidence 
concerning Communist activity ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir; we feel that that is fully as important as get- 
ting them out of faculties once they get entrenched. 

Mr. Morris. Will you develop that just a bit for us, Mr. Combs? 

Mr. Comers. Well, we have found that there is a tendency recently, 
at least in California, to concentrate on the infiltration into those de- 
partments of the university where you would naturally expect to find 
a concentration of Communists. For example, in the fields of political 
science, philosophy, English, history, speech, public speaking, and 
also in the scientific fields, especially in the universities in the northern 
part of the State doing critical research work along scientific lines 
for the Government. 

We have noted since 1945 an accelerated effort on the part of the 
Communist Party to insinuate itself, its members, into those strategic 
positions. Obviously in the critical field of scientific research, the 
purpose is espionage. 

In the other categories that I mentioned, we find a reorientation of 
the courses to make them more effective as media for the dissemination 
of the Communist Party line. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, before we go into those particular points 
that you have just stressed, namely, espionage and orientation, strictly 
by way of background for this inquiry, have you investigated other 
subversive activities, other than the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Comps. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that generally ? 

Mr. Comps. We investigated the German-American Bund, the Jap- 
anese activities in California during the war, investigated the reloca- 
tion centers there, Japanese relocation centers, investigated the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

Mr. Morris. In connection with the Ku Klux Klan, do you find that 
the exposure brought about by the State committee aided the dissolu- 
tion of that organization in California? I understand it has been 
lissolved. 

Mr. Comps. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Was the work of the committee in exposing that or- 
g mization instrumental in bringing about its termination ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir; it was. 

Mr. Morris. Can you develop that for us very briefly, please? 

Mr. Comes. We made a preliminary investigation of the physical 
operation of the Ku Klux Klan, and, having done that, we subpenaed 
their books, records, and documents and the officials of the organiza- 
tion, both in northern California and in southern California. That 
was done in open hearing; it was given publicity in the press, and 
since that time there has been no organized Klan movement in Cali- 
fornia. 
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Mr. Morris. Well, now, Mr. Combs, how many colleges are there in 
California ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Well, this is only an approximation, Mr. Morris. I 
would say about 20. 

Mr. Morris. About 20. How many of those are State institutions? 

Mr. Comps. Only 1 university, which is the University of California 
divided into 8 campuses, but in addition to that there are 11 State 
colleges operated by or under the jurisdiction of the State depart- 
ment of public education. They are also included in this cooperative 
plan to combat infiltration. 

Mr. Morris. I see. These institutions you just described probably 
make up the bulk of the California colleges, do they not ? 

Mr. Comps. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. What other large colleges do you have in California? 

~ Comps. We have Stanford University, the University of South- 
ern California, California Institute of Technology, Mills College, 
which is a girls’ school in Oakland, College of the Pacific, Occidental 
University, Redlands University, Pomona College, Claremont Col- 
lege, University of San Francisco—— 

Senator WeL_ker. Santa Clara and St. Marys? 

Mr. Comps. Santa Clara, St. Marys, and Loyola. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, you mentioned that more than 100 of the 
members of faculties of the colleges were removed as a result of your 
efforts, and the cooperative efforts of the presidents of the colleges? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. To what extent have all these colleges you mentioned 
cooperated ¢ 

Mr. Comps. They have cooperated 100 percent. 

Mr. Morris. One hundred percent ? 

Mr. Comes. Yes, sir; absolutely. 

Mr. Morris. Has the cooperation been voluntary ? 

Mr. Comps. Entirely so. 

Mr. Morris. Did you initiate it, or did they initiate the cooper- 
ation ? 

Mr. Comes. We initiated it. 

Mr. Morris. You initiated it, and they have cooperated fully ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Have you generally found that a Communist problem 
has existed in the schools; that is, in the colleges in California ? 

Mr. Comps. Unquestionably. 

Mr. Morris. Will you develop that just pretty generally for the 
committee, the extent that communis m had genetrated the college fac- 
ulties of the State of California ? 

Mr. Comps. Well, to begin with, Mr. Morris, the Communist Party 
when it was formed in the United States in 1919 divided the country 
into 20 Communist districts, of which California, Arizona, and Nev- 
ada comprised district 13. The headquarters for that district was in 
San Francisco on Grove Street. Thereafter it was moved to 121 
Haight Street, and now at 942 Market Street, San F.ancisco. 

So the party headquarters for that entire district has always been 
located in San Francisco. District 13 now comprises of California, 
Arizona, and the Territory of Hawaii. The University of California, 
that is, the main branch of the university, is located right across San 
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Francisco Bay in the city of Berkeley. So originally the concen- 
trated effort at recruiting students and at infiltrating the faculty was 
centered at the University of California in Berkeley. 

There was a strong unit of professors on the c ampus during those 
early days and a very strong and active unit of the Young Com- 
munist League. 

The Communists, early Communist schools, were located in San 
Francisco. So that most of the early activity was concentrated in the 
northern part of the State. Beginning w ith the critical research that 
was initiated at the University of California, the cyclatron, nuclear 
fission, and things of that nature, the Communist Party suddenly 
ceased its mass above-ground efforts at agitation and recruiting, its 
open activities, at Berkeley and tr: ansferred them to Los Angeles at 
UCLA, which is the southern branch of the State university, but they 
did that for the purpose of diverting attention from their activities 
in the north, which at that time went underground and were concerned 
more with espionage and their open activities at the same time became 
obvious at UCLA and also to some extent at some of the other Cali- 
fornia universities. 

Mr. Morris. Does this Communist problem still exist, or do you 
think in general the question has been solved ¢ 

Mr. Comns. It still exists, unquestionably. 

Mr. Morris. It still exists? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. You find that there is need for your continuation with 
the undertaking you engaged in? 

Mr. Comes. Yes, sir, and the presidents of the universities are in 
accord with us in that view. 

Mr. Morris. What are you able to do in connection with your com- 
mittee that a president or the staff of a president of a university is not 
able to do in connection with meeting this problem ? 

Mr. Comes. The most important thing, Mr. Morris, is that the 
committee has a power to issue subpenas and to examine them under 
oath, together with examining the books, records, and documents of 
suspect organizations. In addition to that, it has a reservoir of docu- 
mentation and information which it has collected over a period of 
years. 

It has been our experience that the average college and university 
administrator may know something about the theory of Marxism, 
the ideological background, but he knows little or nothing at all about 
the party’s underground activities, front organizations, and recr uiting 
techniques, reorientation of courses, the patterns of infiltration to 
look for, and so on. 

Realizing that deficiency, we hold seminars from time to time in 
California at which we have former members of the Communist Party 
who specialized in recruiting college students, and professors lecture 
on these techniques. We also send releases to the universities and 
colleges from time to time alerting them as to new front organiza- 
tions, where they are located, what their activities are, types of propa- 

ganda, the party line, and so on. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, this committee has found in its hearings 
here that it is the practice of Communists on the faculty of a univer- 
sity when asked about their Communist affiliation or Communist mem- 
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bership by the staff or president of the college that they invariably 
deny such activities. However, when they are brought before an 
official tribunal such as this committee here, the Senate Internal Secu- 
rity Subcommittee, when the same questions are addressed to them 
instead of entering denials into the record under oath, they invoke 
their privilege under the Constitution. 

Have you had any such experience? 

Mr. Comes. Our experience has been identical. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us about that and give us some exam- 
ples if you possibly can, mentioning names only when it is necessary 
to densnstsate a point ¢ 

Mr. Comes. The last hearings that we held were in October and 
Sorcaitont of last year in Los Angeles. All of the witnesses that ap- 
peared at those hearings had theretofore denied Community Party 
affiliation; I think there were 15. 

Mr. Morris. You say denied; under what auspices? 

Mr. Comrs. When interrogated by their employers. 

Mr. Morris. I See. 

Mr. Comps. When they were subpenaed before our committee and 
asked the same question, they all refused to answer the question on 
the grounds that if they told the truth they might be subjected to a 
criminal prosecution and invoked the first amendment to the Consti- 
tution as a protection. 

Mr. Morris. So that you find that the subpena power which the 
committee does possess is a weapon which the college president does 
not possess in this matter ? 

Mr. Comps. That is true. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony also, as I understand it, that in 
addition you are able to maintain a central file of information and 
at the same time to give guidance and direction to people who may 
be experts in the field who then can go down to direct the activities, 
anti-Communist activities, on all the various faculties? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony, Mr. Combs, that this procedure 
has been effective? 

Mr. Comps. It has been exceedingly effective. 

Senator Jonnston. What is the procedure followed to get rid of a 
teacher that you believe to be a Communist ? 

Mr. Comrs. The documentation on the individual, Senator, is given 
tu the man on the campus whose full-time job it is to handle that type 
of matter as a liaison between the university and our committee. We 
meet, with him if he believes that the man should be discharged, and 
we discuss the case. We analyze the type of front organization or 
organizations he belonged to, and the degree of activity that he took 
in it, the type of his associates, his activities in undercover meetings, 
and things of that type. We scrutinize the course to see whether he has 
reoriented it, to see if he made a medium of it for the dissemination of 
Communist propaganda. 

All those things are taken into consideration. Then when we are in 
agreement on the fact that he should be discharged, that information 
is given to the president of the institution. He then calls the indivi- 
dual before him and confronts him with the documentation, and in all 
of the 100 plus, I don’t remember the exact number, but I do know 
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there are more than 100, in no one of those cases has any individual 
refused to resign. 

If he does refuse to resign, then the committee exercises its power 
of subpena, places him under oath first in a closed hearing and then in 
an open hearing, but we have not had to do that since last June. 

Mr. Morris. You mean that is because they have resigned ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Senator Weikxer. Mr. Combs, is it correct when I say Senator Jack 
Tenney was probably the founder of your committee? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir, I think that is true. 

Senator Weriker. And if I recall correctly, your committee, gener- 
ally known as the Tenney committee, at least when I lived in your 
State, you had an investigation of the University of California with 
respect to the Communists invading the radiation project at the 
University of California. Do you recall that? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir, I do. 

Senator Weixer. I wonder if you could give the committee a factual 
résumé of your investigation, what you found with respect to that 
infiltration. 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Before beginning, Mr. Combs, when you give this re- 
port to Senator Welker in response to his question, is this the official 
finding now of the committee ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir, itis. I have it before me. 

We found, to start at the beginning of the thing, Senator, that a 
man in Monroe County, N. Y., a Communist Party member, an in- 
dustrial scientist, was sent to the Soviet Union for a 4-year course of 
study at the espionage school, Lenin Institute. He returned to the 
United States and formed an organization which originally was 
known as the Union for Technical Men. 

A year thereafter it was changed to the International Federation of 
Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians. Branches of that 
organization were spread throughout parts of the United States and 
Canada. Chapter 25 was established at Berkeley, Calif. in 1939 or 
early in 1940. 

Now these people, these scientists, some of whom were physicists, 
some of whom were draftsmen, some of whom were chemists, tech- 
nicians of various sorts, were Communists. We managed to get an 
informant into the organization in Berkeley, and the informant be- 
came the secretary of the executive committee, so we got their records 
of their meetings and their resolutions and so on almost as soon as 
they did. 

They frankly discussed infiltration of the atomic-energy program 
at the university, discussed how to do that without being detected by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and mentioned it by name. 
Many of the individuals actually did work on the atomic bomb re- 
search program. This organization, which had its inception in the 
Soviet Union, was nothing more nor less than an espionage apparatus 
operated by scientific personnel who were infiltrated into shipyards, 
munitions plants, aircraft factories, into the shell development fac- 
tory at Emery, Calif., where a great deal of critical work was 
going on. 

Our committee after several years of investigation, I think 3 years, 
subpenaed the officers of the organization and produced copies, photo- 
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static copies, of their own records, which were authenticated. The 
apparatus was exposed and was discontinued at the university. 

Mr. Morris. So in that way we might conclude, hearing that story, 
which is an official report, that the State senate committee was able 
to eliminate espionage, particularly as operated under the guise of 
the institute ? 

Mr. Comers. I don’t know that we eliminated it completely, but 
we eliminated all we could find, and that was an important segment. 

Mr. Morris. Generally, California is tactically a very important 
place from a military standpoint ? 

Mr. Comers. Because of its strategic location, it is important, and 
also it is important in that there are a great many aircraft factories 
such as Northrup, Vultee, Consolidated, North American, and so on, 
and there is a lot of shipbuilding going on there and an awful lot of 
research in the universities. 

Mr. Morris. As a general proposition, have the Communists tried 
to infiltrate these as well as the educational processes ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir; they have. 

Mr. Morris. You feel that your committee has both the jurisdiction 
as well as the qualification to go into that ¢ 

Mr. Comps. We are mandated to do that. 

Mr. Morris. Generally, Mr. Combs, have you found that colleages 
and college faculties have been a target for Communist Party activity ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, that is correct; that has been established by rec- 
ords that we have from the Communist Party itself. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that, please / 

Mr. Comes. The documents that we have, that were taken from 
official Communist sources, all point out that the leadership, top 
leadership in the Communist Party apparatus, shall be drawn from 
the so-called intelligentsia, college-type person. 

In addition constant effort has been made to infiltrate the depart- 
ments I have heretofore mentioned for the purpose of using them 
to recruit students and the recruiting is not Rae in the class. It is 
done out of class off the campus, away from the jurisdiction of the 
administrative authorities, and in an atmosphere that is more con- 
ducive to that sort of thing. 

I can’t think of more than 1 or 2 cases where we could detect 
any real Marxian propaganda in the classroom, but we have found 
a very definite pattern followed, at least in California, and it briefly 
is this, Mr. Morris: A professor who has a long, persistent, stubborn 
record of Communist affiliation over a period of years is teaching, 
we will say, a course in political science. Members of the young 
Communist organization, now the Labor Youth League, are ordered 
to attend that class. They can’t flunk it because, of course, the pro- 
fessor will see that they get good grades, and their academic prestige 
will be built up. Their job is to winnow the sheep from the goats, 
so to speak, and select those students which they think would be most 
susceptible to Communist propaganda as likely recruits. 

The names of those students are then given to the professor. He 
immediately begins to show little courtesies and favors to those par- 
ticular students, and then he announces that at the people’s forum 
or whatever the name of the organization is off the campus there is 
to be a meeting that will be addressed by some person with a great 
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deal of prestige, a motion-picture writer, a commentator, or an author 
usually who is invariably a party member. 

The students are urged to attend this thing, and the young Com- 
munists. who are, of course, oper% iting under cover in the class, make 
it a point to see that the peop le they have selected for recruiting 
go to the meeting. As a matter of fact, they take them there. The 
lecturer looks direc tly at this little group during all of the time he 


is delivering his address, and the minute he concludes he steps off 
the rostrum and walks up and congratulates them on the earnestness 
with which they listened to him. He asks them if they are students, 


and they say “Yes.” He asks them if they are taking this particular 
course, and the vy te ‘Il him they are. 

Then he informs them that the professor is giving a cocktail party 
at his home and he, the speaker, is going, and wouldn’t they like to 
go along. So there, in a gathering off the campus, completely under 
the control of the apparatus, they get the feel of the Communist 
propaganda. 

Mr. Morris. As you relate this to us, these occurrences, you are 
drawing them from your actual experience / 

Mr. Comps. These are all actual cases, yes. 

Mr. Morris. Please proceed. I did not mean to interrupt. 

Mr. Comps. In that manner the students are drawn into the party. 
If during a year out of that 1 class 3 or 4 students are drawn into the 
Communist apparatus, the enterprise is considered eminently success- 
ful. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Combs, have you found that Communist teachers 
try to orientate their classes in a Communist direction / 

Mr. Comps. Yes; that is another pattern. 

Mr. Morris. What e xper lence have you had along those lines? 

Mr. Comps. Would you like an actual case / 

Mr. Morris. I think if you will give us the general situation, draw- 
ing from actual cases if you possibly can. 

Mr. Comps. This is an actual case and a recent one. There was 
a course taught in a large California university called public speak- 

ing, a course for freshmen and sophomores. In the catalog they 
described that course, which is the only guide, of course, which the 
student has to find out what the course is all about. The course is 
described as a study of the writings of eminent British and American 
authors for the purpose of giving the students a broad and flexible 
vocabul: iry, to aid them in their publie speaki ig activities. 

Now the course was described exactly that same way almost 
verbatim in the university catalog issued years and years ago, has 
always been described that way. But before this particular effort 
at reorienting the course came about, they studied the works of Robert 
Louis Stevenson, John Masefield, Rudyard Kipling, and so on, and 
the instructor made a conscientious and sincere effort to instruct the 
students as to the methods of enriching their vocabulary. 

Along came the next professor, and the name of the course was 
changed from public speaking to speech, and the only author they 
studied was John Stuart Mill, the Scotch philosopher. The one 
essay on which emphasis was placed was civil liberties. The profes- 
sor concentrated his attention on freedom of speech rather than a flex- 
ible vocabulary and cited as an example what was being done in the 
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United States to deprive people of their right of free speech, and he 
cited the 13 members of the Communist Party of the United States, 
who according to him were deprived of their freedom of speech in the 
trial before Judge Medina at Foley Square. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, it was an instance where the Com- 
munist Party under the cloak of one of the rights of our Bill of Rights 
used that as a device to put over their own propaganda, namely, t that 
the 13 Communist defendants were in fact being prosecuted because 
they wanted to exercise freedom of speech ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jounston. This was a Communist teacher that did this? 

Mr. Comns. I was about to add that we found a photostatic record 
of his affiliation with the Communist Party, and he is no longer teach- 
ing in the institution. There was much more evidence of his Com- 
munist affiliation than that. 

Senator Jounsron. I believe you brought out that there were 100 
teachers that have been discharged ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Senator Jounsron. You do not know how many hundreds you 
kept from getting jobs because of their connections with the Com- 
munist Party, do you 

Mr. Comas. I can only give you an estimate; at least that many if 
not more. 

Senator Jounston. You have found that it is better to get them out 
before they get in ? 

Mr. Comps. Very definitely. 

Senator JounsTon. In other words, an ounce of prevention is bet- 
ter than a pound of cure ? 

Mr. Comes. We feel very strongly that that is the case. We don’t 
feel that that means we should neglect removing them, but then you run 
into academic freedom and tenure, front committees organized to 
protect their rights, Communist recruiters who try to paint them as 
martyrs, raising of funds, and all of that sort of thing. 

Senator Jonnston. It is true that they get in all kinds of teach- 
ers unions, and this union, although it may not be connected with the 
Communists at all, protects their members ! 

Mr. Comps. That is true. 

We will finish at the end of next week an undertaking that we are 
doing now for the Los Angeles City School Board. They asked us 
if we would undertake the personnel analysis of all their employees, 
academic and administrative, 29,500 of them. We will have com- 
pleted the checking of all of those by the end of next week. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, you are rendering an additional serv- 
ice in what you just described to the city authorities as well as the 
State authorities and to the presidents of universities ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir; that, of course, includes high schools and pri- 
vate schools. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder to what extent college presidents and college 
staffs have taken on as experts, specialists in security ? 

Mr. Comps. Well, I would prefer not to mention the universities 
by name. 

Mr. Morris. It is not necessary if you will just give us the general 
degree to which they have gone into this thing. 
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Mr. Comes. Well, at one large university in California the man who 
has been functioning since July is a former comm: ander of Naval In- 
telligence. He is also a lawyer and has had 10 years’ experience in 
combating communism. He works full time. 

At another large institution we have a man who is a graduate of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s academy, a graduate of Oxford 
University in England, who has had 17 years of police work and 1s a 
specialist in anti-Communist activity. 

At athird large university we have another man who had experience 
in Naval Intelligence, was a commander, and his job was screening 
Communists in Germany after the war. 

Those are the types of men that the universities have employed, 
following our recommendation and who devote their full time to com- 
bating this infiltration, working with us. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find, Mr. Combs, that it is necessary to have 
people who are politically sophisticated and who have background 
In security go into this work ? 

Mr. Comers. It is necessary, absolutely necessary, because a front 
is created for the purpose of luring non-Communists into the organi- 
zation. Unless the man has the ability to evaluate the seriousness of 
one front as against another, he is not competent to carry out his job. 
Merely because a man has joined, we will say even three front organ- 
izations, if they are of the relatively innocuous character, it doesn’t 
mean anything. It doesn’t mean that he is subversive and a great 
injustice may be done to him. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find, Mr. Combs, that your committee has aided 
individuals in being cleared, in having their names cleared as a result 
of some confused thinking or somebody’s mistaken notion of what a 
Communist is? 

Mr. Comers. Of course that goes on every day. There is a great 
deal of that, and in some cases it has gone so far that the man is 
brought in before an academic committee and accused of subversive 
activity. But an analysis of the type of organization that he has 
been connected with has enabled us to remove any doubt at all and 
resolve the situation in his favor. 

Mr. Morris. So one of the assets of this State committee has been 
to clear people who are unjustly accused or called Communists ? 

Mr. Comrs. We think that is the duty of any committee in this 
field, Mr. Morris, and I know your committee has done the same 
thing. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you, Mr. Combs. Now are there any Com- 
munist schools in California generally / 

Mr. Comes. Yes, there are. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us the extent to which the Communists 
have gone in maintaining official Communist schools throughout the 
State / 

Mr. Comss. Well, the main school is an old one. It has changed 
its name twice, but it is the same old school, same people running it, 
same teachers. It started, I think, in the late mente, if I remem- 
ber correctly, under the name of Workers School in San Francisco. 
No effort at all was made to conceal the fact that it was part of the 
Communist Party apparatus. 

It then changed its name to the Tom Mooney Labor School and 
later to the California Labor School, under which it now operates. 
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There is also a branch of it that operates in the city of Los Angeles; 
faculty members, of course, are Communist Party members. The 
director of that school is a former professor of education at a Cali- 
fornia university. He has been a director of the Communist school 
now for about 4 or 5 years. He is also active in one of the most 
potent front organizations in our State; he is a director of that and 
has a great many contacts, or did have, with college people. 

Mr. Morris. Have you found it has been the experience of this 
committee, Mr. Combs, that after a Communist teacher has been gen- 
erally exposed and where his value as a secret Communist has been 
largely destroyed, possibly because of some investigation or because 
of some spotlight of his activity, that he then moves on to one of these 
official party schools? Has that been your experience in California? 

Mr. Comes. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Are there Communist bookstores as well as Communist 
schools in California 

Mr. Comps, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us the extent to which they exist? 

Mr. Comps. The main store for Communist propaganda up and 
down the Pacific coast is the International Book Store, located at 1408 
Market Street in San Francisco. There are two stores, one in San 
Diego and one in Sacramento. There is one in Oakland, but it op- 
erates not as a bookstore; rather as an adjunct of the California Labor 
School. 

Mr. Morris. Have you found any diminution in the output of these 
stores ¢ 

Mr. Comes. We found an enormous acceleration of it within these 
last 3 years. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, the Communists are putting out more 
propaganda than they have in the past as far as California is con- 
cerned ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. However, it is no longer delivered by mail 
but by messenger. 

Mr. Morris. Why is that? 

Mr. Comes. To escape detection. 

Mr. Morris. Has your committee looked into that problem ? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. How about Communist newspapers ? 

Mr. Comps. We have had a Communist newspaper in California 
for about the same length of time we have had the school, since the 
late twenties or early thirties. Up until December 1937 it was known 
as the Western Worker, published on Folsom Street in San Francisco, 
and on the masthead it bore the statement, “Organ of the Communist 
Party of California.” 

In December 1937 that masthead was changed and the name of the 
publication was changed to the Daily People’s World, but it main- 
tained the same identical staff; it was financed in the same manner; 
the list of subscribers was not changed; it was merely a continuation 
of the same paper under another name, and our committee has repeat- 
edly found that it is the official organ of the Communist Party of 
California. 

It also has a publishing plant in Los Angeles. 
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Mr. Morris. Has the Communist Party in California made use of 
what has been commonly known as Communist-front organizations in 
carrying on its infiltration of educational process ! 

Mr. Comrs. Yes, sir, partic ‘ularly three, the Civil Rights ae 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council, and the Committee for 
Democratic Far-Eastern Policy, all of which are extremely eating 
at the present time in California. 

Mr. Morris. Have they made use of any Communist-front organiza- 
tions to thwart the work of your legislative inquiry ¢ 

Mr. Comrs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about that? 

Mr. Comers. The principal front that endeavors to prevent the com- 
mittee from becoming reconstituted is the California Legislative Con- 
ference. Every biennium when the legislature convenes, a motor 
caravan is sent to the State c: apital at Sacramento and pressure is put 
on the members of the legislature to pass resolutions and legislation 
favorable to the Communist cause, to prevent the enactment of legisla- 
tion which is anti-Communist and to propagandize for the dissolution 
of this committee. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, Mr. Combs, we have had quite a bit of talk 
about loyalty oaths in California. Has your committee taken any 
official position one way or another with respect to loyalty oaths? 

Mr. Comps. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Will you just give us the general background of loyalty 
oaths in your State? 

Mr. Comes. The board of regents in the University of California 
issued an order about 3 years ago now requiring every employee at 
the university to take a loyalty oath. Our committee doesn’t like the 
term “loyalty oath”; we prefer to regard it as a special oath required 
by special cire umstances, a non- -Communist oath, but the term “loyalty 
oath” is current! ly popular. Immediately the academic Senate of the 
University of California, both in the North and in the South, formed 
a committee to fight that ruling of the board of regents and the battle 
raged back and forth for almost 2 years, as a result of which the 
university was torn by internal dissension. A great many people who 
had no subversive record whatever were taken in by the propaganda 
that was carefully planned by the leaders of this academic committee 
who did have very, very heavy records of Communist affiliation and 
activity. 

The oath, nevertheless, was put over; a lot of the members of the 
faculty resigned in protest over it. The rest of them signed it, but 
the committee that had fought it from its beginning filed a suit in the 
State court, and the loyalty oath was decl: ared unconstitutional, but, 
in the meantime, the State legislature had convened, and a State law 
was passed which imposed a loyalty oath on every public employee of 
the State of California, which of course would include the employees 
of the University of California. 

There was very little resistance to that; virtually none. 

Mr. Morris. And it is your testimony, Mr. Combs, that the work of 
your committee has not been related in any way to that problem? 

Mr. Comrs. That is my testimony. 

Mr. Morrts. And that the committee has not taken a position one 
way or the other in connection with these loyalty oaths? 
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Mr. Comps. That is correct. We thought it was the business of the 
Board of Regents of California and the State legislature. 

Senator Wetker. Mr. Chairman ? 

The Cuairman. Senator Welker. 

Senator WeLker. Mr. Combs, from your vast experience going over 
the past 14 years, would you say that a Communist would be a com- 
petent and effective teacher in an American school without spreading 
propaganda to students ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Senator, there is no such thing as a dormant or inactive 
Communist. I have never heard of one. A Communist is a person 
fanatically dedicated to an international conspiracy, who is bound by 
ties of ironclad discipline. There is no such thing as an isolated single 
Communist. He is mandated by his superior, usually his unit organ- 
izer, to get in contact with other Communists, whether it is a trade 
school or union or university or whatever it is, and form a little cell, 
and they in turn form other cells and others and others. 

There is no such thing as an inactive, dormant Communist. It 
would be utterly impossible for a university professor or a teacher to 
be a Communist and at the same time not endeavor to indoctrinate 
others, to reorient courses to carry out the party line, and to do every- 
thing in his or her power to further the Communist conspiracy. That 
is one thing of which we are utterly convinced. 

Senator Weixer. Mr. Combs, what has been your experience with 
respect to the claim that a Communist teacher should only be evalu- 
ated with respect to his professional subject; in other words, you 
should not inquire about his political beliefs, but you should inquire 
only as to his ability to teach science or mathem: itics or some subject 
such as that? What has been your experience on that? Can you 
segregate him and evaluate him in that manner ? 

Mr. Comps. It is impossible, Senator. He can’t be evaluated that 
way. He may be evaluated as one of the most eminent authorities in 
his field that there is internationally. If he at the same time is a 
member of the Communist Party, he will do everything in his power to 
use that position of eminence and prestige to further the Communist 
program. We find innumerable instances of organizations that start 
out with a board of directors or a list of sponsors, including names of 
individuals who carry an enormous amount of prestige. We find those 
people over the years moving from one organization to another in a 
pattern. They do that until ‘they are e xposed, as Mr. Morris pointed 
out, and their effectiveness is destroyed, and another group comes 
along and does the same thing, lending their prestige and eminence, 
their names and money and their activities to the Communist-front 
organizations, and their activities in their field in which they teach to 
propagandizing, reorienting and recruiting, and in some instances 
espionage. 

Senator Weiker. I was impressed, Mr. Combs, a few moments ago 
when you related the activity of the teacher who would get his students 
to go to a public meeting. You were attempting, I think, and did 
bring out, the fact that these people not only work in the class, but 
more effectively perhaps outside the classroom ¢ 

Mr. Comrs. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Combs, in your experience with this California 
committee, have you found instances in which this Senate Internal 
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Security Subcommittee can give effective aid where your own efforts 
are limited 4 

Mr. Comps. Yes. We have in California a very serious problen, 
Senator Jenner. in the field of maritime unions, International Long- 
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, Marine Cooks and Stewards 
Union, and others. In my opinion, and I do not speak for the com- 
mittee, I believe that the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union is one of 
the heaviest infiltrated unions on the Pac ific coast. 

Now we did conduct a long investigation of that union, and we 
got the testimony of a man who admitted that he had been a Com- 
munist Party member and had left the party. We were convinced 
that he was serious. so we examined him under oath, and his experi- 
ence, I think, is an illustration of an actual case that will answer your 
question better than I can do it in any other way. 

This fellow was a seaman in New York, and he was recruited into 
the Communist Party by the head of a maritime union that always 
is active on the Pacific coast in California. This was just before the 
last war. After hostilities commenced, this chap was assigned by the 
Communist superior to a troop ship called the U. S. S. Colon. He 
was told that he was to act as an electrician on this ship, and part of 
his duties was to check light bulbs in compartments, not only of the 
crew but the troops. 

So while the boat was immobilized, moored to the dock, this fellow 
would take a container of light bulbs, which is a sort of thing like 
an egg basket with indentations to protect the bulbs, but the other 
containers were filled not with light bulbs but with Communist propa- 
ganda, which he put in stacks on the overhead steel beams in the com 
partments which the troops occupied so that when the boat put out 
to sea and began to rock, this stuff spilled out like confetti. 

Another thing he did which was more serious, he was put in con- 
tact with members of Marine Cooks and Stewards. This fellow cir- 
culated around and picked on a fellow. a GI, scared and nervous and 
so on, and reported the name of that fellow to the Communist steward 
in the Marine Stewards’ fraction on the boat. 

That kid would get moldy bread, rancid food, and bad soup, and 
everything else they could use to make him more miserable. Then 
one of the stewards would ask him what he thought about the food. 
Of course, what he said about it was unprintable. “Well, you ought 
to see what the officers are using upstairs, chicken, champagne, and 
drunk most of the time.” 

He would invite him up to his room. The kid would go up to his 
room and get a good meal, perhaps champagne. In one particular case 
this Communist told a bunch of these young fellows that he had gone 
to Murmansk in the Soviet Union on a freighter and had shore leave 
and had lunch with a group of Russian soldiers, and the officers ate 
with the men, the same food and no class distinction, and what a shame 
it was that in a rich country like this there was no real democracy. 
So there is a situation, Senator, where our committee having a local 
Jurisdiction in a State, is confronted with a problem which is elastic 
and spread out and which is more within the purview of a committee 
such as yours. 

Mr. Morris. Suppose that you are doing this preventive work, 
namely, preventing the Communists from coming on the faculty. 
Suppose that vou have a professor coming from the north or south 
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or east of the country, what steps do you take in order to find out about 
this man’s background ? 

Mr. Comps. We had a man who was a witness before your com 
mittee and a very hostile one, and also a man of great academic 
prestige, who before this preventive system was put in operation last 
June succeeded in getting a poneen at a California university. 

In reading his testimony before your committee we were convinced 
that he should not be a teacher in any university, and certainly not in 

California. So I wrote a letter to a member of the staff of your com 
A and obtained some supplemental information, gave it to the 
pre side nt of the unive Al's ity 9 and the Mah was di charged about 10 days 
ago. He was in the department of political science, incidentally. 

Senator JOHNsTON. So in your work you found out some instances 
where the information brought out by this committee has been of great 
benefit to you in California ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Well, there is a concrete example, Senator, within the 
last 10 days where a man was discharged because of the liaison be 
tween your staff and my staff. 

Senator JOHNSTON. Do you know of any other instances ? 

Mr. Comps. I know of two others that I'can think of offhand. 

Senator Jonnsron, Will you give us the benefit of at least one ? 

Mr. Comps. Well, we had one man, and this was at another univer- 
sity, whose name had been mentioned prominently before your com- 
mittee. In California we found that he was not only teaching in a 
university, but he was also instructing a class in Marxism at the 
school that I have mentioned, the California Labor School. He was 
discharged on the strength of the documentation of sworn testimony 
before your committee. He is now devoting full time to an organiza- 
tion called the American-Russian Institute in San Francisco, which 
is not only a front organization but has been declared as such by 
every committee on un-American activities that I know of, and also 
by the United States Department of Justice. 

Senator JoHNsToON. So this committee’s work benefits you, and your 
work naturally benefits our work ¢ 

Mr. Comps. I hope so. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find that the Communist-front organizations 
have made extensive efforts to thwart the work of your committee by, 
say, vilification of the committee ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Morris. Would you tell us about that ? 

Mr. Comes. Well, we are subjected to all of the choice adjectives 
end epithets which the propaganda machine can dredge up, and they 
are pretty good about it, witch hunters, Redbaiters, smear artists, and 
all of that sort of thing, ruthless bunch of people who have no regard 
for the rights of innocent people. And not only that, but we have 
people, for instance, who come into the State comptroller’s office once 
a month and scrutinize the vouchers for expenses to find out whether 
we employ informants, and, if so, who they are, whether our attaché 
is in northern California or in the south. They check the hotel regis 
trations to find out what hotel he is at. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find that the Communists use the cloak 
wcademic freedom to protect themselves ? 

Mr. Comps. Not academic freedom in its true sense, but in a per 
verted sense. 
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Senator We.ker. From your vast experience with California edu- 
cators, President Sproul, and many of the others, your elimination, 
I might say, from the faculty of those great institutions of many 
members that you found to be members of the Communist Party, have 
you found that those school officials are the ones who are screaming 
that your committee has been interfering with their academic freedom ? 

Mr. Comps. Constantly. 

The Cuamman. What is your committee’s appropriation ? 

Mr. Comes. It varies from one biennium to the next, not only 
varies, but is supplemented from time to time. 

The Cuamman. Can you give us the expenditures for, say, an 
average year? You have been in existence 14 years. I imagine when 
you started, you started small. Could you give it to us, say, for the 
last year ? 

Mr. Comes. For the last two appropriations I think it was $14,000. 
It was supplemented about once, and I believe that the supplementa- 
tion was about $15,000. It would be $61,000 per biennium, not per 
year. 

Mr. Morris. You get some voluntary assistance, do you not? 

Mr. Comrs. We get a great deal of voluntary assistance. We could 
not possibly function without it. We didn’t have any at first, but 
over the years we have a great many people who are in fairly good 
circumstances and who do this without any pay at all, investigative 
work, reporting, and so on. 

Mr. Morris. There is just one point, I think, for the record. When 
these people whom you have reason to believe are Communists come 
before the committee, do you find that they invoke the fifth and the 
first amendment both, or just the one? 

Mr. Comps. At first they invoked the first and the fifth amend- 
ments. Now they usually rely on the first. 

Mr. Morris. On the first amendment 

Mr. Comps. Yes. 

Mr. Morrts. Rather than the amendment against incrimination ¢ 

Mr. Comps. Yes. 

Senator Werxer. As I understand your testimony in the early part 
of the afternoon, you told us that the presidents of the California 
schools and the executives of the colleges cooperated with you 100 
percent in the work that you are doing? 

Mr. Comps. Yes, sir. 

Senator Weiker. And any screaming about interference with 
‘ademic freedom came not from the institutions ? 

Mr. Comps. That is correct in every case. 

The Cuarrman. If there are no further questions at this time, I 
want to thank you, Mr. Combs, and I wish to say that your com- 
mittee’s work has been of great benefit to our committee, and we 
have had the benefit of your experience and advice to help us in our 
work. 

Mr. Comps. Thank you, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 4:08 p. m., the subcommittee recessed, subject. to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 1953 


Untrep States SENATE, SUBCOMMITTEE To 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
INTERNAL Securtry Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Security Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to ¢ all, at 2 p. m., in the Old 
Supreme Court Room, the Capitol, Hon. William E. Jenner (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Jenner, Wiley, Hendrickson, Welker, Butler, and 
Johnston. 

Also present: Robert Morris, subcommittee counsel, and Benjamin 
Mandel, research director. 

Senator JenNER. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Will you stand up and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before this 
subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Aron. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF PAUL HARVEY ARON, MOUNT VERNON, N. Y., 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, ABRAHAM G. LEVIN, NEW 
YORK CITY, N. Y. 


The Cyaan. Be seated. 

State your name. 

Mr. Aron. Paul Harvey Aron, A-r-o-n. 

Senator JENNER. Where do you reside, Mr. Aron? 

Mr. Aron. 12 Fisher Drive, Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

Senator JENNER. What is your business or profession ? 

Mr. Aron. I am a teacher at Sarah Lawrence College. 

Senator Jenner. You may proceed. 

Mr. Morris. What do you teach, Mr. Aron? 

Mr. Aron. I teach 2 courses, 1 course called modern European his- 
tory, a history of European ideas and actions since 1815; that is, from 
1815 to the present, and a course entitled “The Soviet Union, an His- 
torical and Industrial Survey,” which is an attempt to analyze the 
forces both past and present which have shaped the course of Russia, 

Senator Jenner. What is the title of it? 

Mr. Aron. “The Soviet Union, an Historical and Institutional Sur- 
vey.” I don’t recall the precise term. 

Mr. Morris. How many students do you have in the class? 
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Mr. Aron. Well, in 1 class to - best of my knowledge, that is, the 
course In modern Kuropeal history, I believe I have about 12 or 13, I 
am not quite sure. And the other class on the Soviet Union I believe 
I have about 10. 

Senator Burter. Mr. Morris, for ie pair panes 0 the record, may we 
identify the gentleman sitting to the right of the witness / 

Mr. Levin. My name is Abraham G. Levin. I appear as counsel 


- vo Aron. My eas address is 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 
( ase 


Me . Morris. Mr. Aron, will you tell us the size of Sarah Lawrence 
College / 
has on. You mean the number of students / 
ae Morris. The number of students and the members of the faculty 


i olve us a description of the size of the coll ege in gener al. 
Mr. Aron. The number of students, I believe, is : ap proximately 350; 
tis in that area, roughly. The a faculty members, we have 
both full-time faculty members; that is, faculty members who teach 
usually 4 days a week, and some fac ay members who are part-time 
vho may teach 1, 2, or 3 days a week. I don’t know exactly how 


many we have. I ouess we have somewhere around 70, but I am not 
sure. I may be plus or minus 10. 
Morris. I see. Now is it a coeducational institution, or 1s it 


for girls only? 

Mr. Aron. Well, at the present time we have—the college itself, 
for girls only, but the collewe—that is, the college which grants the 
undergraduate degree. ‘The college has rece ‘ived “the right, I believe, 
tu grant a master’s degree, and for the master’s degree both men and 
women are eligible, and we do have some who belong to that category. 

Mr. Morris. Approximately how many men do you have in that 
category, would you say / 

Mr. Aron. I really can’t remember. I don’t know, maybe 5, maybe 
6. I really don’t know exactly the number of men, but I would say, 
in my opinion, very few. You are talking, I assume, or asking me, 

about the present state of the college, because there was a time imme- 
au itely after the war when I understand that the college admitted 
iales under the GI bill of rights, and when I got to the college there 
were still some of those around: how many there were, I again don’t 
know. , 

The way I answered the question was in terms of the present status 
of the college. 

Mr. Morris. All right. Now, Mr. Aron, how long have you been 
teaching at Sarah Lawrence? : 

Mr. Aron. I think this is my fifth year. 

Mr. Morrts. This is your fifth year, and you have been teaching 
substantially the same subjects ¢ 

Mr. Aron. Yes; substantially the same subjects. At one point I 
taught a joint course in addition to the courses which I wave at the 
college, a joint course at the Sarah Lawrence College: it was about 
6 weeks ¢ on a kind of historical surve y of Russia up to 1917. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, when did you first receive notice that this 
committee wanted you to appear here and give testimony ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I don’t remember the exact date; I think it was either 
Tuesday or Wednesday of last week. 
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Mr. Morris. So it is less than a week ago; is it not? 

Mr. Aron. Roughly, yes. 

Mr. Morris. Then you were asked to appear in executive session in 
New York; were you not? 

Mr. Aron. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. And that executive session was held last Friday ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I believe so. 

Mr. Morris. Now when you received notice that this committee 
wanted you to appear before it to testify, were you at that time a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Aron. I think, Senators, that that question is an unfair ques- 
tion to ask an American citizen and ateacher. I think it is unfair from 
the point of view of my moral responsibility—— 

The Carman. This committee does not care about what you think 
is unfairness. If you have any constitutional objections, state your 
objections. We think it is a proper question ; we are entitled to find 
out whether or not communism is being taught in the schools in this 
country ; that is our job, and we are going to perform it. 

Mr. Aron. Would you please repeat the question, sir? 

The Cuamrman. Read the question, Mr. Reporter. 

(The pending question was read by the reporter as follows :) 

Mr. Morris. Now when you received notice that this committee wanted you 
to appear before it to testify, were you at that time a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must on the advice of 
counsel invoke the privileges and immunities of the fifth amendment 
and decline to answer that question. 

Senator WeLxer. May I call to your attention that that is a privi- 
lege extended to you. Do you invoke that privilege yourself, or do 

you invoke it by virtue of the fact that your counsel tells you to? 

Mr. Aron. I invoke the privilege because I myself believe in good 
faith that that is a proper privilege under the Constitution of the 
United States for the citizen to invoke. I think it is a constitutional 
right. 

Senator Wevker. I think you have answered the question now. 
There will be no more speeches as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, where did you obtain your degrees? 

Mr. Aron. I obtained the degree of bachelor of science in social 
science on or about June 1940. You said where and when, I believe ? 

Mr. Morris. That is right. 

Mr. Aron. At the College of the City of New York. I obtained 
the degree of master of arts on or about June 1941 at Columbia Uni- 
versity, the Graduate School. I think that is called the Graduate 
School of Political Science. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, while you were at the City College, were 
you a member of the Young Communist League / 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the privileges and immunities of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend secret meetings of the Young Com- 
munist League while you attended City College / 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the privileges and immunities of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 
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Mr. Morris. Were vou a member of the Communist Party while 
you were trying to vet vour M. A. degree in Columbia University 
between June 1940 and June 1941 a 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the privileges and immunities of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. I would like to add 
that I think it is an unfair question to ask me. I am not making a 
speech, and I don’t intend—— ’ ‘ : 

Mr. Morris. You understand that the committee is charged with the 
duty of determining whether or not you among other people were a 
member of the Communist Party while you were attending and teach- 
ing in various educational institutions. You have the privilege of 
invoking the fifth amendment if you like, but your comment on 
whether or not it is unfair is impertinent, I think, as your attorney 
will well recognize. 

Senator Jounston. If you were not a Communist at that time, how 
will it incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the privi- 
leges and immunities of the fifth amendment and decline to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you serve in the United States Army ? 

Mr. Aron. Yes, sir; I served in the United States Army. 

Mr. Morris. What was your term of service / 

Mr. Aron. From approximately on or about October 1942 at the 
time I enlisted, to approximately March or April 1946. 

Mr. Morris. What branch of the service were you in at that time? 

Mr. Aron. During that period I served in many different branches 
of the service. 

Mr. Morris. Just detail what they were. 

Mr. Aron. I served in the Air Iorce; I served in the Infantry; I 
served in what was called ASTP. 

Mr. Morris. What is ASTP? 

Mr. Aron. I believe that is meant to represent the Army student 
training program; it may have been the Army specialized training 
program, I am not sure. 

Mr. Morris. Was that in the latter part of your service? 

Mr. Aron. Well, I think I would say it was in the earlier part of 
my service. It depends on how you define earlier and latter. I think 
it is in the earlier part. 

Mr. Morris. What were your duties while you were carrying on 
that service? 

Mr. Aron. You refer to ASTP? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Aron. Well, in ASTP I attended Cornell University as a mem- 
ber of the Army, and I studied what was called, I believe, the in- 
tensive program in Russian language and area. That meant to learn 
the Russian language and to learn about the Russian area. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party at that 
time? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Who was the head of that training program, by the 
way, at Cornell ? 
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Mr. Aron. Do you refer to the Russian section ? 

Mr. Morris. The Russian section, yes. 

Mr. Aron. I think the head of it, 1 mean, you use the term “head.” 
I don’t think we used the term “head,” but the man who was in charge 
of the program, I believe, was a man named Malamuth. I will spell 
it to the best of my ability, but I am not at all sure that this is the 
spelling, and I am not at all sure that he carried any kind of title, 
but it was my impression that he was the one directing it. The spelling 
is M, I think it is M-a-l-a-m-u-t-h. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what else you did while you were serv- 
ing in the United States Army ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I served in what was called a guards battalion in the 
Air Force, | guess they called it, that was to guard airplanes, and so 
forth, in an airfield. I believe it was Ardmore, Okla. I served as a 
mortar man, and I guess what they call weapons platoon of an in- 
fantry company. I went to various schools. Among them I went to, 
I believe, an honor school, I think around Denver or somewhere in 
that area; I went to an airplane mechanics school at Amarillo, Tex., 
or in that area. I don’t know whether the field was in that area, but 
it was located near that area. 

I also served overseas. First I was sent overseas to what we called 
the repl depot, replacement depot, and I was sent from there to the 
Mediterranean, | think it was called the Mediterranean Air Trans- 
port Service. From there I went to what I believe was called the 15th 
Army Group that had command of the forces in Italy and then meved 
into Austria. 

I became a member of what was the Allied Commission for Austria, 
Economics Division, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. Did you do any educational work yourself ? 

Mr. Aron. While in the Army? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. Asa result of your ASTP training? 

Mr. Aron. No. To the best of my 

Senator Henprickson. I assume counsel means work in the field of 
instruction ? 

Mr. Morris. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Aron. That explains why I find it a little hard to answer your 
question because I am not exactly clear what you mean in those terms. 
But if you mean did I serve as a teacher in the Army after being in 
ASTP? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Aron. After going out of the Cornell University program? 

Mr. Morris. That is mght. 

Mr. Axon. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Morris. You do not recall whether you were in a teaching ca- 
pacity at all? 

Mr. Aron. I just don’t know of any, put it that way. 

Mr. Morris. Were you in a position where you engaged in any 
educational work other than direct teaching ? 

Mr. Aron. After ASTP in the Army, to the best of my knowledge, 
I was not. 

Mr. Morris. Well, what was your first employment after you left 
the Army, Mr. Aron? 

Mr. Aron. Would you explain what—— 
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Mr. Morris. When were you discharged from the Army? March 
1946, were you not? 

Mr. Aron. Roughly March or April. 

Mr. Morris. How did you earn a living after that date? 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question, sir 

Mr. Morris. You mean you would not tell this committee how you 
earned your living from March 1946? 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer the question. I don’t think, I un- 
derstand, that I am not required toe xpi un why I must invoke it. 

Mr. Morris. All right. Did you work for the organization called 
the School for Democracy / 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a tac ulty member on the School for Democ- 
racy ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
umendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Were you later on the faculty of the Jefferson School ; 
that is, the Communist training school in New York City? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges under the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now how long have you been at Sarah Law- 
rence ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I said roughly this is my fifth year. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, you have been there, this is your fifth 
year, you have been there since 1948, is that right, September 1948 ? 

Mr. Aron. I believe so, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Can you tell us anything about your employment from 
March 1946 until September 1948 when you joined the faculty of 
Sarah Lawrence College ? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question, sir. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, did you teach at any known university ; 
that is, non-Communist university, at any time between March 1946 
and September 1948 ? 

Mr. Aron. Would you repeat that question, sir é 

Mr. Morris. Did you teach at any non-Communist university at 
any time between March 1946 and Se ptember 1 1948? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I taught at Long Island 
University from somewhere in the summer of 1946 ‘until roughly Sep- 
tember 1948, and then I taught later there as a visiting professor. 

Mr. Morris. At Long Island University ? 

Mr. Aron. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Were you during that same period a teacher at any 
other institution ? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever used a pseudonym of any kind? 
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Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever attended Communist meetings under 
a false name, a name other than your own? 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, have you made a survey of the records ? 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mandel has been sworn in a preceding hear 
ing; he is our research director. I am asking Mr. Mandel if he has 
made a survey of the records and the catalogs of the School for 
Democracy in connection with whether or not Mr. Aron’s name ap 
peared in those reports. 

Mr. Manvet. I have. 

Mr. Morris. What did you find, Mr. Mandel ? 

Mr. Manpew. Inquiry to the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities discloses thi at the winter term catalog for January through 
March 1943 on page 23 shows Paul Harvey Aron as a fi aculty me amber 
on leave for duration serving in the Armed Forces. League of Amer- 
ican Writers School changed its name to the School for Democracy 
at 13 Astor Place, New York, which is the school from which this 
winter-term calendar was taken, and the School for Democracy has 
been cited as a Communist school by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, did you hear Mr, Mandel give the results of 
his research work? 

Mr. Aron. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Can you tell us whether or not the facts as he put 
them into the record are true or not? 

Mr Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges under the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, will you tell us the circumstances of your 
being employed by Sarah Lawrence College 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). To the best of my 
recollection I aaa’ a phone call, 1 think, from Harold Taylor's 
office. 

Mr. Morris. Who is Harold Taylor ? 

Mr. Aron. Dr. Harold Taylor is president of Sarah Lawrence Col- 
lege. Either he or someone in the office, I just don’t remember, asked 
me whether I would be willing to give a class or two or a lecture or 
two, I don’t recall how he phrased it exactly, for Sir Bernard Pares. 

Mr. Morris. Spell that, please. 

Mr. Aron. P-a-r-e-s. Who I believe at that time was a regular 
member of the Sarah Lawrence faculty, and it was explained that 
either he was ill, I believe, or he met with an accident or something, 
and would I be willing to take these classes which dealt in the period 
of the early nineteenth century Russia. 

I agreed to do that, and I went to the college, and I gave these lec- 
tures or classes. I just went to give the lectures to the students and 
answered their questions on this period, and later I met Dr. Taylor, 
and I told him I thought the school was a really wonderful place, I had 
a very fine impression of alertness of the students, and I liked it very 
much, and we talked about the college, and he asked me whether I 
would be interested in coming there. I told him that I would be. 
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Mr. Morris. Who had recommended you to Dr. Taylor? 

Mr. Anon (after conferring with counsel). I believe that I was 
informed that Professor Simmons, who was my teacher at Columbia 
University, I was a member of his seminar 

Mr. Morris. At Columbia University ? 

Mr. Aron. At Columbia University. I believe I was informed that 
he was the one that recommended me. 

Mr. Morris. Is that Prof. Ernest Simmons? 

Mr. Aron. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You know it is Prof. Ernest Simmons? 

Mr. Aron. Yes. 

Senator WeLxer. A question, Mr, Chairman? 

The Cuarrman. Yes, Senator Welker. 

Senator Wreixer. Where were you teaching before you accepted 
the call to go to Sarah Lawrence ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Senator Wetker. I want to admonish the witness and the attorney 
again. We are here to try to get evidence and the testimony of the 
witness. It is perfectly all right with this committee if you want 
to consult your attorney, but when asked a question, Mr. Attorney, 
we do not want you to put the answer in the witness’ mouth and vol- 
unteer statements. If he wants advice from you he can ask this com- 
mittee to confer with you, and we will grant the privilege, but we want 
his testimony and not yours. 

Mr. Levin. I don’t think I have put words in his mouth. 

The Crarrman. You are here as a privilege, and you have been 
admonishing him, and if you do not cease, we will put you out. 

Mr. Aron. May I confer with my attorney ¢ 

The CuarrmMan. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Senator Wetxer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
before you accepted employment at Sarah Lawrence College ! 

Mr. Aron. [ must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Had you met Prof. Ernest Simmons at the Cornell 
Indoctrination School that you attended ? 

Mr. Aron. You refer to this as the Cornell Indoctrination—— 

Mr. Morris. You said you were at 

Mr. Aron. You said the Cornell Indoctrination School. It was not 
the Cornell Indoctrination School; it was the intensive program, to 
my understanding, it was the intensive program in the Army in Rus- 
sian language and area. 

Mr. Morris. That is what I meant, Mr. Aron. 

Mr. Aron. To the best of my knowledge, I did not meet Professor 
Simmons there. 

Mr. Morrts. You had known him back at Columbia in 1941? 

Mr. Aron. I did not know him in 1941 at Columbia. 

Mr. Morris. Well, lam sorry, Mr. Aron. When you said that Prof. 
Ernest Simmons 











Mr. Aron. Prof. Ernest Simmons was my teacher at Columbia Uni- 
versity. 


Mr. Morris. When? 
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Mr. Aron. Somewhere in the period from 1946 to 1948. I took 
various courses at Columbia, and during this period, roughly some- 
where there, he was my professor. 

Mr. Morris. While you have been a teacher at Sarah Lawrence, have 
you attended secret meetings of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know a member of the faculty of the Sarah 
Lawrence College named Joseph Barnes? 

Mr. Aron. I know Joseph Boonen 

Mr. Morris. How frequently does Professor Barnes give courses 
at Sarah Lawrence? 

Mr. Aron. He has been there in the category that I don’t know ex- 
actly what you call it. I think it is called consultant or some word 
like that. As far as I know he comes there once a week to give a 
seminar. I don’t recall how many years he has been there; I don’t 
remember precisely or exactly. 

Mr. Morris. Have you seen him when he has been at the school ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I met him for lunch. 

Mr. Morris. How frequently do you meet him for lunch? 

Mr. Aron. I don’t recall exactly, maybe once every 2 months, maybe 
once every 3 months. I really don’t recall with any precision. 

Mr. Morris. Did you meet Mr. Joseph Barnes on any other occa- 
sion ¢ 

Mr. Aron. May I consult my attorney ? 

Senator JENNER. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I have met Mr. Barnes 
at meetings of the social-science faculty of the college. 

Mr. Morris. Where else have you met Mr. Barnes ¢ 

Mr. Aron. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after consulting with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Senator WeLker. Just a moment. Mr. Chairman? 

The Cuamman. Senator Welker. 

Senator Werxer. For the purpose of the record, the witness has 
opened up the subject as to meeting Mr. Barnes, and I insist that he 
can tell us now since he has opened up the matter where and when he 
has met Mr. Barnes at any other time. 

Mr. Aron. May I consult my attorney ? 

Senator WeLker. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). On the advice of counsel, 
I have been told that I have not opened up the question, but I am 
perfectly willing to answer the question. 

Senator WELKER. Very well, go ahead and answer the question then. 

The Cuatrman. Answer the question. 

Mr. Aron. I met Joseph Barnes outside the school to the best of my 
recollection once, at which time we were preparing to give a talk before 
an all-college meeting on world affairs. I don’t recall exactly the 
date. I think it was somewhere around December 1950, but I am really 
not sure at all of the date. That is the only time as far as I know that 
I met Mr. Barnes outside of the campus. 
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Mr. Morris. Have you ever met Mr. Barnes at a Communist 
meeting ! 

Mr. Aron. Can I consult my attorney ¢ 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must decline to an- 
swer that question and invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Are you presently a member of the Communist Party, 
Mr. Aron ¢ 

Mr. Aron. I think that question is an unfair question to ask. I 
think it is unfair insofar as it affects my moral dignity as a professor, 
and I think it is unfair insofar as it affects my right of freedom of 
speech and freedom of association. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now will you answer the question / 

Mr. Aron. I will answer the question. The answer is “No.” 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you sat in executive session before this committee last Friday ¢ 

Mr. Aron. No. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party the morn- 
ing, last Friday morning, before you appeared in executive session 
before this committee ? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney / 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). The answer to the ques 
tion is “No.” 

Mr. Morris. Did you not testify in executive session last Friday 
that when you woke up on Friday morning, in answer to the question, 
when you woke up on Friday morning last. were you a member of the 
Communist Party, did you not invoke your constitutional privilege / 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney ¢ 

The CHarkMan. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsei). I did; that is correct. 

Mr. Morris. Were you at that time a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney / 

The CHarrMan. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). No, I was not. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Communist Party last 
Thursday ¢ 

Mr. Aron. IT must decline to answer the question and invoke the 
rights and privileges of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, have you ever been a faculty adviser to 
students at Sarah Lawrence ? 

Mr. Aron. I have been an adviser to individual students. The 
term that is used for that is called a “Don.” That is, we advise the 
students. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Aron, have you ever tried to recruit any students 
on behalf and into the Communist Party in that capacity / 

Mr. Aron. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You m: ay. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 


and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 
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Mr. Morris. Have you ever tried to recruit anyone into the Young 
Communist League? 

Mr. Aron. I must invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever taken advantage of your position as a 
teacher and tried to recruit someone into the Communist Party at 
Sarah Lawrence? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must invoke the rights 
and privileges of the fifth amendment and decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I have no more questions. 

The CHatrmMan. Does any member of the committee have any 
questions ¢ 

Senator Burter. I would like to ask a question. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Butler. 

Senator Burier. When you talked to Dr. Taylor in connection 
with your employment at Sarah Lawrence, did you give him any of 
the facts or all of the facts that you are now disclosing before this 
committee ¢ 

Mr. Aron. May I consult my attorney for that? 

The CuarrmMan. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). Would you tell me which 
specific facts? 

Senator Bururr. Any of them or all of them. You can pick out 
anything that you said here. What did you tell him and what did 
you not tell him ? 

Mr. Aron. May I refer to my attorney ? 

Senator Buruer. He certainly interrogated you to find out some- 
thing about you. 

Mr. Aron. May I refer to my attorney ? 

The CHarrman. You may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I can tell you to the best 
of my recollection what occurred in this conversation which took 
place some, roughly, 6 years ago. I submitted or told him about my 
work at City College and Columbia; that is, my scholastic work there, 
my degrees, I told him about my teaching at Long Island University. 
We talked about teaching at that time. This is, of course I am 
answering to the best that I can recall a talk that took place some 
6 years ago. 

This is roughly the content of the talk. He asked me, as I remem- 
ber now, how I presented the material to the students. He told me 
the students were very enthusiastic about the material. I presented 
the material to them in a most objective-—— 

Senator Butigr. Did the doctor ask you where you had taught prior 
to that time? 

Mr. Aron. I don’t recall that question. I don’t recall answering 
that question. 

Senator Burier. He certainly must have been interested in the 
experience that you had, taking you on as a professor at Sarah Law- 
rence College ? 

Mr. Aron. I said to him that I had been at Long Island University. 
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Senator Burier. Did you tell him you had been at any other place? 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I must decline to an- 
swer that question and invoke the rights and privileges of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions? 

Senator Henprickson. Mr. Chairman? 

The Cuarrman. Senator Hendrickson. 

Senator Henprickson. Mr. Aron, I am a little confused about your 
meetings with Mr. Barnes. I understood you in your testimony to 
say that you only met Mr. Barnes once outside of the classroom, is 
that right? 

Mr. Aron. I said that I met Mr. Barnes at meetings of the social 
science faculty and that in addition to that I met him one other time 
besides that. 

Senator Henprickson. Where was that? 

Mr. Aron. You mean the location ? 

Senator Henprickxson. The one other time; yes. 

Mr. Aron. We met at the home of Prof. Martin Wilbur. The three 
of us were presenting talks before the faculty, before the student 
body, and all three of us spoke, and at that time we discussed the talks 
that we were going to give. This is the best of my knowledge and 
recollection. 

Senator Henprickson. They are the only meetings you ever had 
with him ? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney ? 

Senator Henprickson. Indeed you may. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). These are the only 

eetings that I can recall at this present time to the best of my 
knowledge. 

Senator Henprickson. Why, if you are perfectly willing to answer 

hat question, why did you invoke the benefits and privileges of the 
fifth amendment when you were asked the simple question did you 
ever attend a Communist meeting with him? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney ? 

( After conferring with counsel.) As I understand it, I do not have 
to give any explanation as to why I invoke the fifth amendment? 

The Cuarrman. That is correct. 

Senator Henprickson. That is right. That is your answer, then, 
to my question ? 

Mr. Aron. Yes, sir. 

Senator Henpricxson. All through this testimony, Mr. Aron, you 
have been using this phrase, “I must invoke,” I “must invoke” this 
amendment. Why do you use the word “must”? 

Mr. Aron. May I consult with my attorney? 

Senator Henprickson. Yes. 

Mr. Aron (after conferring with counsel). I am informed that I 
am not required to answer that question and, therefore, I decline to 
answer that question. 

The Carman. Are there any further questions? If not, the wit- 
ness will stand aside. 

Mr. Morris. The next witness is Mrs. Randolph Smith. 

The CuatrmMan. You may stand up to be sworn. 








SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 635 


Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mrs. Smiru. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF GRACE GILBERT SMITH, NEW YORK, N. Y., ACCOM- 


PANIED BY COUNSEL, HARRINGTON HARLOW, NEW YORK, 
> - 


The CuamMan. Be seated. 

You may state your name to the committee. 

Mrs. Smiru. Mrs. Grace Gilbert Smith. 

The Cuarrman. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. Smira. 29 Washington Square, New York City. 

Senator JENNER. What is your business or profession ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I am a housewife. 

The CuatrMan. Let the record show that your appearance is— 

Mr. Harvow. Harrington Harlow, of 11 West 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y. 

The CuarrMan. Proceed, Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Smith, are you the wife of Randolph Smith ? 

Mrs. Smiru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What is his occupation ? 

The CuarrMan. Just a minute. The photographers are inquiring 
if there is any objection ? 

Mrs. Smiru. There is objection. 

Che Cuatrman. Your objection will be respected. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Smith, are you the wife of Randolph Smith ‘¢ 

Mrs. Smiru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What does he do? 

Mrs. Smiru. He is the director of the Little Red School House, 
Inc. , 

Mr. Morris. What is the Little Red School House, Inc. ? 

Mrs. Smiru. It is a private progressive school. 

Mr. Morris. Where is it located ? 

Mrs. Smiru. 196 Bleecker Street. 

Mr. Morris. How many students are there in the Little Red Scnool 
House / 

Mrs. Smiru. Beginning with the nursery-school-age children of 4 
and going through the secondary school, there are approximately 400. 
There may be somewhat more. 

Mr. Morris. How many faculty members are there in the Little 
Red School House? 

Mrs. Smitu. It would have to be a guess, and I would think between 
roughly 30 and 40. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Mrs. Smith, do you know that your husband, 
Randolph Smith, appeared before this committee in September or 
October of last year, and when asked about his Communist Party 
membership, he invoked his privilege against incrimination. Do you 
know that that is the case ? 

Mrs. SmitH. May I consult my attorney ? 

Mr. Morris. You may. 

Mrs. Smrru (after conferring with counsel). I do know. 
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Senator Weiker. What was the answer to that ? 

The Cuarmman. “I do know.” 

Mrs. SmirH. I do know. 

Mr. Morris. Mrs. Smith, are you now a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Smiru. Gentlemen, I will have to decline to answer that ques- 
tion under the protection of the fifth amendment, which states that no 
person shall have to testify against himself. ’ 

Mr. Morris. Where did you obtain your college degree, Mrs. Smith ! 

Mrs. Smirn. From Teachers College, Columbia University. 

Mr. Morris. What year was that; 1935? 

Mrs. Siru. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Had you been a member of the Young Communist 
League ? 

Mrs. Smrru. I will have to decline to answer your question under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of the Young Communist League 
when you graduated from Teachers College in 1935 ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I will have to decline to answer your question, gentle- 
men, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what positions you have held in the 
educational world ¢ 

Mrs. SmirH. Yes. My first job was from 1935 in the fall through 
until the following fall of 1936, and I was regional supervisor of 
WPA nursery school program in New York State. 

Senator JonnstoN. Mr. Morris, just for the information of the 
record, I think we ought to have the name and address of whoever 
is sitting by the side of the witness. 

The Cuarrman. We have that, Senator. 

Mr. Morris. What was that title again; you were the WPA super- 
visor ¢ 

Mrs. Smiru. State educational supervisor of the State WPA 
nursery school project of New York State, not New York City. 

Mr. Morris. You held that position from the fall of 1935 until 
1936? 

Mrs. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. What position did you assume in the fall of 1936, Mrs. 
Smith ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I was made State supervisor of the same program. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you hold on to that position 

Mrs. Smiru. I was in that position until either January or February 
of 1939. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you residing at that time ? 

Mrs. Smiru. In Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Morris. In Albany, N. Y. You resided in Albany, N. Y., from 
what period ? 

Mrs. Smiru. From the fall of 1934 until early—I mean, January, 
February, and I can’t be sure, of 19389. 

Mr. Morris. Was that program State-sponsored in any way ? 

Mrs. Smrru. The State department of education, yes, sponsored 
the program through the State. 

Mr. Morris. During the period from 1985 to 1939 when you held 
the positions you have testified to, were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 
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Mrs. Smiru. I would have to decline to answer that question under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what positions, educational positions, 
you have held since you gave up that work in 1939? 

Mrs. Smiru. In 1942, I think the spring of 1942, I became a district 
director of the all-day neighborhood schools program in New York 
City; that was under the auspices of the Public Education Association 
and the board of education. I was really employed by the Public 
Education Association. 

Since that time, at the present time, I am working two mornings a 
week at the Harriet Johnson Nursery School in New York. 

Mr. Morris. Is that at 69 Bank Street ¢ 

Mrs. Smrru. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the Teachers’ Union ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I will have to decline to answer that question for the 
same reason, 

Mr. Morris. You will not tell this committee whether or not you 
have been a member of the Teachers’ Union? 

Mrs. Smirn. That is right, I will have to decline to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist caucus meetings ? 

Mrs. Smiru. I will have to decline to answer. 

The CuarrMan. For the same reasons ? 

Mrs. Smiru. For the same reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Have you ever been known by any other name? 

Mrs. Smrru. I will have to decline to answer the question. 

The CuarrMan. Let the record show for the same reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Now did you make any effort to recruit teachers into 
the Communist Party in connection with your WPA program ¢ 

Mrs. Smirn. I would have to decline to answer the question under 
the same reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Did you make any effort to employ teachers who were 
Communists on this WPA staff? 

Mrs. Smirn. May I make it clear that I did not employ the 
teachers? 

Mr. Morris. Did you make any effort to have them e mployed ¢ 

Mrs. Smirx. I would have to decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. Any further questions? If there are no further 
questions, the witness will stand aside. 

Call the next witness. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson? 

The CuarrmMan. Stand up and be sworn, please. 

Will you hold up your right hand? Do you solemnly swear that 
the testimony you will give in this hearing will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Wirxerson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DOXEY A. WILKERSON, NEW YORK CITY, N. Y., 
ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


The CHarrMan. You may state your name to the committee. 
Mr. Witkerson. My name is Doxey A. Wilkerson, and Mr. Chair- 
man, I should like to present 
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The Cuatrman. Where do you reside, sir? 

Mr. Wixkerson. I live in New York City. 

The CHarrmMan. What was it that you had to say ? 

Mr. Witxerson. I should like to present at the outset of this hear- 
ing a statement that I have prepared for the committee. 

The Cuamman. Would you pass the statement up here, please ? 

Mr. Wilkerson, we will admit this into the record, and it will be 
made a part of the record. 

(The statement referred to is as follows:) 


STATEMENT OF Doxey A. WILKERSON 


(Prepared for presentation to the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C., March 24, 1953) 


My appearance before this subcommittee is in response to subpena. 

I want to make it clear at the outset that I have nothing but contempt for 
the efforts of this subcommittee to subvert academic freedom in the schools 
and colleges of our country. I will not cooperate with this subcommittee’s 
attempt to silence every dissenting voice among the teachers and students in 
our schools. I will fight with all my strength to thwart this subcommittee’s 
aim to reduce the people of our Nation to the intellectual status of robots 
whose ideas on social and political questions are dictated by certain congressional 
committees. 

My whole career as a student and teacher has been one of trying to under- 
stand and interpret the history, problems, and development of our society: 
and I have ever been ready to proclaim what my studies revealed. This I will 
continue to do. 

For more than 2 decades I have encouraged thousands of young people in 
my Classes to dig in deeply, to seek answers to the basic questions of our 
time, and follow with courage the convictions they reach. This, likewise, I 
will continue to do. 

Is this why I am commanded to appear before this subcommittee? 

Is it because much of my professional career was devoted to investigating 
and exposing the abominable school conditions to which Negro children are 
subjected in much of our country, setting forth my findings and conclusions 
in scores of articles and several books—including one (Special Problems of 
Negro Education) which was published by the Government Printing Office? 

Is it because I long ago came to recognize the historic necessity for the 
Socialist reorganizations of our society, and have many times expressed my 
opinions on this subject in the press and from the public platform? 

Is it because I testified in Federal district court in New York—preliminary 
to the trial of 11 Communist leaders for alleged violation of the Smith Act— 
exposing the deliberate, systematic, and unlawful exclusion of Negroes and 
manual workers from service on the grand jury and on petty juries? 

Is it because I am on record as a stanch opponent of the drive to war and 
fascism which this subcommittee seeks to abet? 

Is it because this subcommittee believes that, by running me through its 
inquisitorial mill, it will thereby help intimidate other Negro leaders, other 
educators, other students into silence? 

Is it because of such things as these that I have been summoned before this 
subcommittee? 

I am legally obligated to respond to your subpena; but I am morally obli- 
gated to resist your use of my appearance to further your attack upon the 
schools and colleges of our country. This is also my constitutional right. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, what degrees do you possess? 
Mr. Wirixerson. The bachelor of arts and the master of arts. 
Mr. Morris. Where did you obtain your bachelor degree? 

Mr. Wiixerson. University of Kansas. 

Mr. Morris. What year ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. 1926, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. When did you obtain your master’s degree? 
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Mr. Wiikerson. The following year. 

Mr. Morris. From what university ? 

Mr. Wiikerson. Kansas. 

Mr. Morris. Still in Kansas. What was your first employment 
after you obtained your master’s degree from Kansas University 
in 19277 

Mr. Wiixkerson. I taught at the Virginia State College. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you teach at the Virginia State College? 

Mr. Witxerson. About 8 years. 

Mr. Morris. From 1927 to 1935? 

Mr. Wiixerson. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, what was your next employment ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. At Howard University. 

Mr. Morris. When did you go on the faculty of Howard University ? 

Mr. Witxerson. The fall of 1935, I believe it was. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you remain on the faculty of Howard 
University ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. About 8 years. 

Mr. Morris. That would be up to 1943? 

Mr. Witkerson. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Is Howard University supported by the Federal 
Government ¢ 

Mr. Wiixerson. It is an independent corporation to whose financial 
support the Federal Government makes contributions. 

Mr. Morris. I see. What is the relative contribution of the Gov- 
ernment to the overall support? 

Mr. Witxerson. I do not have information on that. 

Mr. Morris. You do not have? What Government positions have 
you held, Mr. Wilkerson ? 

Mr. Wiikerson. You are thinking in terms of gainful employment? 

Mr. Morris. Well, I will tell you. Have you been a research as- 
sociate on the President’s Advisory Committee on Education; that is, 
the President of the United States ? 

Mr. Wiikerson. I have. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us how long you were a research associ- 
ate on this President’s Advisory Committee on Education ? 

Mr. Wirtxerson. I don’t remember exactly how long. I suspect 
about a year; maybe a little more. 

Mr. Morris. What was your salary at that time ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. You cannot recall what your salary was as a research 
associate on the President’s Advisory Committee on Education ? 

Mr. Wiuxerson. No. 

Senator Butter. During what period was that? 

Mr. Wixxerson. I imagine that must have been around 1937 or 1938, 
maybe 1939. 

Mr. Morris. During that period did you prepare any documents 
that have since become public documents ? 

Mr. Wixkerson. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What did you prepare? 

Mr. Wixxerson. I wrote a book entitled “Special Problems of Negro 
Education,” which was published by the Government Printing Office. 
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Mr. Morris. Is that Staff Study No. 12 prepared by the Advisory 
Committee on Education put out by the United States Government 
Printing Office, Washineton, 1939? 

Mr. Winkerson. It was. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I would not want to put this whole 
article into the record unless you think it is hecessary. 

The Cuairman. Incorporate it by reference, giving the page num 
bers from the volume. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, would you tell us how much of that should 
be incorporated / ; 

Mr. Manpev. This is a volume entitled “Special Problems of Negro 
Kdueation,” by Doxey A. Wilkerson, Staff Study No. 12, prepared by 
the Advisory Committee on Education, published in 1939 by the 
United States Government Printing Office. 

The Cuairman. What pages to what pages? 

Mr. Manpe. A total of 171 pages. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, may that be incorporated by reference 
rather than by inclusion in the record ? 

The CuarrMan. It may. 

(‘The document referred to was filed for the information of the com 
mittee. ) 

Mr. Morris. How did you obtain your employment as the research 
associate of the President’s Advisory Committee on Education ¢ 

Mr. Wiixerson. I was invited to work with them. 

Mr. Morris. Who invited you? 

Mr. Witkerson. I do not remember. 

Mr. Morris. You do not remember who invited you to work with 
the President’s Advisory Committee on Education ? 

Mr. Wivxkerson. That is right. It was some official who was asso- 
ciated with the education aspects—oh, Lam thinking of another Gov 
ernment employment. Wait a minute, I really don’t remember who 
asked me. : 

Mr. Mortis. Have you been a research associate of the Carnegie 
Corp. ¢ , 

Mr. Wirkerson. I have. 

Mr. Moris. When were you a research associate of the Carnegie 
Corp. / 

Mr. Wiixerson. I believe it was 1939-40. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, that was subsequent to your work as 
research associate of the President’s Advisory Committee on Educa- 
tion ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. Uh huh. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the National Advisory 
Committee of the WPA education program / 

Mr. Wiuxerson. I have. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us when you held that position ? 

Mr. Witxerson. It was during my stay at Howard University. 1 
could not place it in terms of years, probably around 1938, 1939, or 
1940, in that general area. 

Mr. Morris. So it preceded the other two assignments that we have 
been discussing here today ? 

Mr. Wirikerson. I am not sure on that. 

Mr. Morris. Have you worked with the Office of Price Administra- 
tion ¢ 
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Mr. Wiixerson. I have. 

Mr. Morrts. When did you commence your duties with the Office of 
Price Administration ? 

Mr. Witkerson. I believe it was during the summer of 1942. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you remain with the OPS? 

Mr. Witkerson. During that summer and the following academic 
year. 

Mr. Morris. What position did you hold with the Office of Price 
Administration ¢ 

Mr. Wiikerson. I was education specialist. 

Mr. Morris. What were your duties in that capacity ? 

ir. Witkerson. ‘Traveling around the country. One function was 
voing around the country seeking to organize schools and colleges 
to the wartime economic program, teaching price control, rent control, 
and rationing. Another function was, especially in the South, to try 
to get the OPA State and local agencies to apply what was national 
policy with reference to Negroes participating in that program, some- 
thing which was consider: ably neglected. 

I wrote articles; I made speec hes. In essence that is it. 

Mr. Morrts. During this period that you held this position as educa- 
tional adviser to the OPA, were you attending secret meetings of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Witxerson. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Morris. Why do you refuse, Mr. Wilkerson ? 

Mr. Witxerson. In the first place, because I think it involves, and 
this whole inquiry indeed, a violation of the first amendment and my 
right of free speech and free association and an unwarranted attack 
on academic freedom of the schools and colleges. I refuse further on 
the grounds under my privilege under the fifth amendment not to be 
a witness against myself. 

The CuatrmMan. The committee recognizes your refusal to answer 
under the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, when you were a member of the Na 
tional Advisory Committee of the WPA educational program, were 
you then a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wixkerson. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Were you during that period attending secret meetings 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witkerson. For the same reasons I refuse to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever discuss your work as WPA educational 
director with members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witkerson. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Morris. That you invoke your privilege ? 

Mr. Wiikerson. I refuse to answer for the reasons stated. 

Mr. Morris. While you were research associate of the Carnegie 
Corp., were you then a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wiixerson. I refuse to answer the question for the reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Morris. Were you during that period of time attending secret 
meetings of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Winkerson. For the reasons stated I refuse to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Were you ever known by any other name other than 
] Joxey Wilkerson ? 

Mr. Witxerson. For the reasons stated I refuse to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, when you were a research associate 
of the President of the United States, the Advisory Committee on 
Education, were you then a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Winkerson. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
I have stated. 

Mr. Morris. Were you attending secret meetings of the Communist 
Party during that period ? 

Mr. Winkerson. For the same reasons I refuse to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Morris. When you were a member of Howard University, a 
faculty member of Howard University, were you a member of the 
Communist cell at that institution ? 

Mr. Wirxerson. I refuse to answer that question for the same 
reasons. 

Mr. Morris. When you were on the faculty of the Virginia State 
College from 1935 to 1943, were you in fact a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Winxerson. For the same reasons I refuse to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been national vice president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Teachers ? 

Mr. Wiuxerson. I have. 

Mr. Morris. The period of approximately 1937 to 1940? 

Mr. Winkerson. Approximately then. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been the vice president of the International 
Labor Defense ? 

Mr. Wivkerson. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wirkerson. That question I refuse to answer for the reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, have you any official Communist Party 
documents that would indicate that Mr. Wilkerson is in fact or has 
been recently a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Manper. I have here a document entitled “Proceedings of 
Constitutional Convention of the Communist Political Association, 
New York, May 20 to 22, 1944.” On page 138 of that document we 
find the following statement : 

Chairman Gold asked for additional nominations. There being none, a motion 
was made to elect unanimously the 60 nominees for members and alternates of 
the National Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

a that list is the name of Doxey Wilkerson, Maryland. 

. Morris. That would indicate, Mr. Mandel, that Doxey Wilker- 
son was elected to the national committee for the Communist Party for 
Maryland in what year? 

Mr. Manpev. 1944. It was then known as the Communist Political 
Association. 
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Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, did you ever hold the position of edu- 
cational director of the Communist Party for Maryland ? 

Mr. Witkerson. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wilkerson, did you hear Mr. Mandel read from the 
official record of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Winkerson. I did. 

Mr. Morris. Were those statements that he read from the official 
documents of the Communist Party true statements ¢ 

Mr. Wirkerson. That question 1 refuse to answer for the reasons 
stated. 

The Cnarrman. Any further questions? If none, the witness will 
stand aside. 

I will announce at this time that this committee will hold a session 
tomorrow at 10 a. m. in room F-41. 

Mr. Morris. The witness will be superintendent of New York City 
schools, Mr. William Jansen. 

The CuHarrman. Westand in recess until 10 o’clock. 

Whereupon, at 3 p. m., the subcommittee recessed until 10 a. m., 
Wednesday, March 25, 1953.) 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ‘To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, AND 
Orner INTERNAL Securtry Laws, or THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE .J UDICIARY, 
W ashinaton, dD. ( 

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a. m., pursuant to recess, in the 
District of Columbia Committee room, the Capitol, Hon. Herman 
Welker (member of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Jenner (chairman), Hendrickson, Welker, East 
land, and Johnston. 

Also present ‘ Robert Morris, subcommittee counsel: and Benjamin 
Mandel, research director. 

Senator Weixer. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Doctor, will you rise, raise your right hand, and be sworn ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you give before the con 
mittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
sO help you God ? 

Mr. JANSEN. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM JANSEN, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCHOOLS, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Senator WeiKker. Will you state your name, please ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. William Jansen, J-a-n-s-e-n. 

Senator Weiker. And your residence ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. 1165 Park Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 

Senator Weiker. And your profession or occup: ition 

Mr. JANSEN. Superinte ndent of schools, New York ( ity. 

Senator Weikrr. You may proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, for how long have you been superintendent 
of schools of New York City? 

Mr. Jansen. I was elected by the board of education superintendent 
of schools on September 1, 1947. 

Mr. Morris. And you have held oflice since that time right down to 
date ? 

Mr. JANsEN. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. You have just been reelected; have you not? 

Mr. Jansen. Yes. My original term expires next September and 
the board has reelected me for another 6 years. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, for our record, and by way of qualifying 
you for your testimony today, I wonder if you would tell us what 
degrees you hold? 


6 15 
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Mr. Jansen. I hold a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, and a 
doctor’s degree from (¢ alaanite University, and I also hold honorary 
doctor degrees from Gettysburg College and Union College. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, how many teachers are there in the New 
York school system ¢ 

Mr. JANsEN. Approximately 37,000. 

Mr. Morris. That is teachers and supervisors ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. How many students are there in the New York school 
system ¢ 
Mr. Jansen. Close to 900,000. 

Mr. Morris. So that is, therefore, the educational division of New 
York City, a large organization ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. Very large; yes. 

Mr. Morris. In your capacity, the capacity you have described here 
today, you have been superintendent of the board of education in 
New York for the last 514 years, and you have just been reelected 
for another 6-year term. 

May I just ask you if you held other positions in the department 
of education in New York? 

Mr. Jansen. Oh, yes. I began as a teacher back in 1908 and then 
I was a teacher first in the elementary school; then the junior high 
school; then I was assistant principal, and principal, assistant director 
of research, assistant superintendent, and then superintendent. 

Mr. Morris. In these e apac ities you have just described to us have 
you experienced Communist penetration of the New York schools? 

Mr. Jansen. Yes; I have. Back about 12 or 13 years ago there 
was a legislative investigation of the school conducted by the Legis- 
lature of New York State. That’s commonly called the Rapp-Coudert 
committee, and at that time the presence of g ommunists was disclosed. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, that was the State legislative inquiry 
that almost for the first time went into this problem of whether the 
Communists had penetrated the New York schools? 

Mr. Jansen. That’s correct; yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Could you tell us approximately what year that was, 
Dr. Jansen ? 

Mr. JANSEN. My recollection is that it was somewhere around 1940. 
I may be wrong by a year or two; somewhere in that neighborhood. 

Mr. Morris. 1940 and 1941; was it not? 

Mr. Jansen. Yes. Now, we also have had the Teachers Union, its 
publication, which invariably followed the Communist line. 

We have had agitation patterned after Communist activities in 
some parent groups, and I have had, beginning in 1948, actual evi- 
dence from former party members of the fact that some of our teachers 
were members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would explain, Dr. Jansen, that last 
testimony of yours. In 1948 did you encounter particuluar evidence 
of Communist penetration in the schools? 

Mr. JANSEN. Well, I had made a public statement at the time that 
I did not believe that a Communist was qualified to teach in the 
public schools and shortly thereafter several people who believed that 
I was sincere when I made the statement came to me and said, “We 
will give you evidence against certain teachers,” which they proceeded 
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to do, and I then started an investigation, and that resulted in 
bringing several teachers up on charges at a later date. 

Mr. Morris. That, you say, was in 1948? 

Mr. JANsEN. That’s right. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Dr. Jansen, what means have you had available 
to you in eliminating the Communists from the schools and in pre- 
venting still other Communists from penetrating the school system? 
Could you tell us roughly what means you have had at your disposal ? 

Mr. JANsEN. First, on the preventive side, anyone who wants to 
become a teacher in the New York City schools must apply to our 
board of examiners and must pass a competitive examination. 

The board of examiners since about 1939 has required every appli- 
cant for a position to state whether or not he or she has belonged to 
any organization that advocates Communist, Fascist, or Nazi 
activities. 

Mr. Morris. Is this application a sworn application or is the affir- 
mation that you just described sworn to? 

Mr. Jansen. This application is sworn to. There is something 
else in the application. 

We ask the person for a statement as to where he has worked 
previously in order to give us an opportunity to check his record prior 
to entrance into the school. That entire application is then sworn 
to and our board of examiners investigates the past employment of 
the person. That is on the preventive side. 

On the elimination side, we have used various procedures. Back 
in 1950 we conducted the first trials in the present period. At that 
time in the case of one teacher we proved, first, to the satisfaction of 
the trial examiner, that the Communist Party was dedicated to the 
violent overthrow of the Government, and we proved that this teacher 
was actually then a member of the Communist Party. 

We proved that by means of a witness who was in the party with 
him. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, do you find that that is virtually one of 
the few conclusive ways that you have of proving that somebody is 
a Communist? 

Mr. Jansen. That is the way that we would have to prove actual 
party membership, yes; but we went a step further. 

We believe that as superintendent of schools I have the right to 
inquire into the character and fitness of anyone to teach and, there- 
fore, it is not only my right, but it is my duty to endeavor to ascertain 
if any teacher is a member of a subversive organization. 

On that basis the board of education feels that I have the right to 
question any teacher against whom we have evidence as to whether 
he is or was a member of the Communist Party, and failure to answer 
those questions is an act of insubordination. 

On that basis we have brought charges against a number of teachers 
and the insubordination has been proven and the board of education 
has dismissed them. 

The group that was dismissed took the matter to court, but they 
dropped their appeal. 

Now, we have another method and that is by the use of section 903 
of the city charter. New York City has a charter. 
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Mr. Morris. In other words, Dr. Jansen, in addition to the method 
vou just described, by which method you can eliminate people you 
discover to be Communists in your se ‘hool system, you have still an- 
other weapon and that is your invocation of section 903 of the adminis- 
trative code of the city ot Ne w York. 

Mr. Jansen. That's correct. That method is this: Section 903 pro 
vides that a public employe e who fails to answer questions put to him 
by legislative committees on the grounds of self-incrimination, or the 
fifth amendment, automatically vacates his position of employment In 
the city of New York, and on the basis of that section of the city 
charter a number of our teachers have vacated their positions, so we 
have these Val lous methods by which we have eliminated teachers. 

I should mention one additional method. I mentioned the applica- 
tion requires the teachers to answer the question whether or not sie 
has been a member of a subversive organization and swear to that. 
We found one teacher who had sworn falsely because we could prov 
beyond doubt that she was a member of the Communist Party, so we 
dismissed her by using the weapon of a false application for admis 
sion to teaching in New York City. 

Mr. Morris. That is really a third method, then, that you have ? 

Mr. JAnsen. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. Namely, proving someone to be a Communist and 
using your inherent powers as superintendent of schools—— 

Mr. JANsEN. To question. 

Mr. Morrts. To question. 

(2) The invocation of section 903 of the administrative code, and 
(3) discovering that someone swore falsely in denying Communist 
Party membe ‘rship é and ti aking action on those grounds ? 

Mr. JANseN. That is correct. 

Senator Weiker. Doctor, would you tell the committee how effective 
these measures have been in bringing out the Communist teachers in 
youl schools ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. Well, thus far. the benefits have been effective in get 
ting rid of the persons against whom we have brought charges. 
Altogether we have dismissed 16 teachers by one means or another 
and & have vacated their positions by use of section 903. 

In other words, there have been 24 teachers who have been separated 
from service through the use of these methods. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, do I understand you have testified that 
24 were removed by means of your invocation of section 903, or of all 
methods togethe or ¢ 

Mr. Jansen. Of all methods together—8 of them by use of section 
903. 

Mr. Morris. And 16 by other methods? 

Mr. JANSEN. That’s correct. 

Mr. Morris. At the same time have any Communists who have 
been examined by you after investigation of their possible Commu- 
nist activities resigned or retired ? 

Mr. Jansen. Oh, yes; 34 resigned while under investigation, and 
15 retired. 

Mr. Morris. Do you have any pending cases, Doctor ? 

Mr. Jansen. We have eight under suspension now. 

Mr. Morris. What isthe status of those eight, Dr. Jan sen ¢ 
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Mr. Jansen. Well, for the time being we are stayed in proceeding 

gainst those teachers because some of them have taken the question 
of my right to question them to court. 

May I say that my right to question these teachers has bee . sustained 
by the commissioner of education and his decision is now before the 
courts, and I am stayed in prosecuting these cases for the time being. 

Mr. Morris. How long has this stay been in effect, Dr. Jansen / 

Mr. JANsEN. I think since last November. 

Mr. Morris. Doctor Jansen, when we commenced our hearings in 
New York on September 8 you were then operating under a stay; 
were you not! 

Mr. Jansen. Yes; we were operating under a sort of gentleman’s 
agreement stay. 

In other words, there was a decision for the commissioner of educa 
tion. He had before him the question of whether I had the right 
to inquire into the character and fitness of the teachers by asking them 
this question. That question is before him. That’s correct. 

Senator Weixker. Doctor, I would like to ask you this question: Is it 
your present aim to get out of your school system the active Com- 
munists, or do you go back and get a Communist who is truly repentant 
of his past association? Do you expel him, too, or do you give him 
a chance to work in the system as any loyal heinvivals ‘should ? 

Mr. JANSEN. Well, our primary purpose is to rid the schools of those 
who are still active Communists, or who have been Communists until 
very recently. 

lay I say about those who have been Communists in the past and 
who have convinced us that they have separated themselves completely 
from Communist activities, as to those teachers we have not dis- 
missed any of them. 

Where they have convinced us that they have left the party, that 
they left the party some time ago, that they left for good reasons, and 
we are convinced that they are telling the truth, we have kept their 
names secret and they are teaching in the schools. 

We have no desire to eliminate from the school system a person who 
may have, we will say, during the depression, joined the movements 
and who has sincerely left the movement at least some time back. 

Senator Werker. I am very glad to get that observation, Doctor, 
and may I ask you a further question / 

How do you test the on of a Communist ? 

Mr. JANSEN. Well, it is not an easy thing, but there are several 
factors that we take inte consideration. For example, when did the 
person leave the party / 

Secondly, why did he leave the party at the time he did? 

Thirdly, perhaps he joined an organization which was definitely 
anticommunistic. Perhaps he has given us other information which 
we can check. 

For example, he may have given us the names of others who were 
with him in the party and who have also left. 

We also consider the man’s reputation in the school. 

In other words, we get the overall picture and if we are satisfied 
that the person left the party in good faith, that he has given up all 
connections with it and with Communist fronts, we keep ‘the person’s 
name secret and we allow the person to continue to teach. 
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However, if we find subsequently that we have been deceived, then 
we can always take action. 

Senator Wertxer. Doctor, do you as a supervisor consider it an 
act of good faith on the part of an ex-Communist when he gives to 
you the names of individuals who were in the same Communist cell 
or unit with him ? 

Mr. JANsEN. Well, it certainly helps. It helps us to reach a deci- 
sion as to whethe r see a rson is sincere, or not. 

I should say it’s a definite help to us. 

Senator WeLkKer. Can you tell the committee what steps the active 
Communists have taken to thwart your work and to interfere with 
your work ¢ 

Mr. Jansen. Well, let me go back. As I look back now over a 
number r of activities, I can see now since we dismissed people some of 
the activities for whic h they were responsib le. 

At the time I didn’t know they were Communists. 

For example, in some schools active resistance to the principal’s 
authority, stirring up parent groups, fostering the American Student 
Union, and things of that kind, and as we look back now and consider 
the people who have been dismissed we can see a close relationship. 

At the present time, of course, they harass me. There are smear 
campaigns both oral and printed. They make some pretty extrava- 
gant speeches before the board of education attacking me and attack- 
ing members of the board of education. Meetings are picketed. They 
hold meetings at which they attempt to rouse parents and other 
groups. 

The Teacher Union News tries to blast me and, of course, they have 
taken every legal means, and I sup ei we can say they are justified, 
but every step we have taken has had legal delays of every kind. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, m: iy I get back to the point where you had 
just enumerated the list of teac hers who have been separated from the 
school system as a result of the investigations that you have con- 
ducted and your invocation of section 903 of the administrative code, 
and may I sum up there? 

Is it true that you say that because of section 903, 24 teachers have 
been separated from the schools? 

Mr. Jansen. No; 8 because of section 903, and 16 through the other 
methods, insubordination or false application or proof of actual 
Communist Party membership. 

Mr. Morris. In addition, 34 have resigned ? 

Mr. JANSEN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And 15 have retired ? 

Mr. JANSEN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you still have eight under suspension ¢ 

Mr. JANSEN. That is correct. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, there has been disciplinary action of 
varying degrees against 81 teachers? 

Mr. JANSEN. That is correct. 

Mr. Morrrs. And that is in what period of time, Dr. Jansen? 

Mr. JAnsEN. That goes back to 1950, where the first 9 occured. 

All the rest have been the last year, or this year. 

Senator WeLKer. I would like to ask one question. 
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Doctor, can you give the committee your observation with respect 
to the present threat of Communist teachers in the New York schools? 
Are there many Communist teachers there ‘ 

Mr. Jansen. The answer is rather difficult. I should say this: 
That the threat is somewhat reduced, but we still have a number of 
cases under investigation. In fact, I have several more against whom 
I shall prefer charges shortly when the stay is lifted and we have well 
over a hundred people that we still have to investigate. 

Now, some of them may be cleared, but we are by no means satisfied 
that we have cleared up the situation. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, based on your experience, has the board of 
education taken the position that a Communist should not be a teacher 
in the classrooms in the city of New York? 

Mr. JANsEN. Yes; the board of education has stated so on several 
occasions, most. definitely in a lengthy statement of policy in which 
the board of education states why it believes that Communists should 
not teach in the schools and gives its reasons. 

Mr. Morris. Now, have there been extensive findings on that score? 
Has the board made findings on that score? Did it go into the thing 
thoroughly ¢ 

Mr. JANseN. I think it did. I think it gives in pretty concise and 
clear fashion the reasons why it reached that conclusion. I’m sorry 
that I didn’t bring a copy of it with me, but I can send it to you, and 
to the committee, 1f you want to make it a of your minutes. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Welker, may Mr. Jansen submit those findings 
to this committee and may they be inserted into the record at the end 
of Dr. Jansen’s testimony ¢ 

Senator Wexiker. It is so ordered. 

(The statement of policy referred to appears on p. 659.) 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, has the Feinberg law been of assistance 
to you in eliminating Communists from the schools? 

Mr. Jansen. Well, not as yet, because the Feinberg law says in 
effect that if we can prove a teacher is a member of a subversive or- 
ganization listed by the board of regents, then we have proven a prima 
facie case against that teacher. 

Now, the board of regents has not as yet listed subversive organi- 
zations. It is now in the process. Currently it is conducting hear- 
ings to determine whether the Communist Party is a subversive organ- 
ization. When the regents list subversive organizations, then we may 
proceed under the Feinberg law. 

Senator Henpricxson. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? 

Senator Weixer. Senator Hendrickson. 

Senator Henprickson. Dr. Jansen, as you well know, there has been 
criticism of this committee in certain quarters. I would like to ask 
you whether legislative committees and congressional committees have 

een of assistance to you in eliminating Communists? 

Mr. Jansen. I would say that legislative committees and congres- 
sional committees have been very definitely of assistance to us because 
the committee through its facilities for investigation has made it 
possible for us to get information which we would not be able to get 
in any other way, and in connection with a statement issued by this 
committee, I was very pleased about a number of the statements in that 
release. 
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Mr. Morris. What release do you refer to? 

Mr. Jansen. A release of February 24 by the Senate Internal Se- 
curity Subcommittee, which I take it is this committee. I was glad, 
ior example, to have this committee state that it is a small group, 
but a dangerous group of teachers. 

I’m glad that that was pointed out. I agree completely with the 
statement, too, that private citizens and local bodies can’t meet this 
threat alone. They don’t have the legal powers or the funds to make 
the investigations and get the facts. 

I think that a committee of this kind can be very helpful. 

Senator Easrtanp. Does the New York Legislature have a com 
mittee at this time? 

Mr. Jansen. Not at this time. It had one back in 1940 and 1941, 
the Rapp-Coudert committee. 

Senator Hrenprickson. From your remarks, Doctor, I take it that 

you agree completely with Dr. Jones, of Rutgers University. 
Mr. Jansen. Ido. I was very glad to have your committee say that 
it was not concerned with telling the schools and colleges what to 
teach or how to teach: you are concerned with revealing a foreign 
conspiracy in our schools. 

One more thing I would like to Say that I was very elad to note: 
that this committee makes a practice of not bringing out any names 
publicly until those persons have at least had a chance to answer in a 
closed hearing, and I think that is a very fine attitude. 

Senator JENNer. Dr. Jansen, I would like to ask you a question. 

Based on your experience through the years, do you believe that a 
Communist can be a good teacher and that competence alone should 
be the oulde to his fitness ? 

Mr. JANSEN. Well, I think that a teacher’s character and fitness is 
more than actually what one can discover in the classroom. 

[ said on more than one occasion that there are four criteria that I 
would like to use in judging a teacher: 

No. 1, loyalty to the country. I think a teacher must be loyal to 
the country which employs him to teach. 

Now, on that basis I say a Communist fails because, in the first 
place, he is disloyal in advocating the violent overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment, 

In the second place, although an American citizen, his allegiance 

to the Communist foreign power, so I say on the loyalty basis a 
Communist doesn’t meet the criteria. 

Secondly, I think a teacher should have scholarship and teaching 
nie thod. 

Now, I don’t believe you can have scholarship if you are circum- 
scribed by a party discipline or party lines. 

Phirdly, I think a teacher should have a love of children and respect 
for the individual. 

Well, a Communist fails on that ground because we know that in 
the Communist countries the state is supreme, the individual doesn’t 
count, and children are asked to testify against their own parents. 

Finally, I think a teacher should have high ethical standards, and 
here again a Communist fails because, as we all know, the Communist 
organization definitely advocates lying if it will accomplish their 
purpose, so on those four tests of a teacher, 'd say that a Communist 


} 


should hot teach in the schools of the United States. 
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Senator JENNER. Doctor, these Communist teachers come before us 
and they exercise their privilege of hiding behind the fifth amend- 
ment. They bemean this committee by saying we are out to destroy 
icademic freedom. 

I presume in your work you have heard that same cry. 

Mr. JANSEN. Yes. 

Senator JENNER. What is your answer to the fact? Do you think 
you have destroyed academic freedom by removing Communists 
from the public schools of New York ¢ 

Mr. Jansen. No, I think on the contrary I have helped academic 
freedom. What is academic freedom? To my way of thinking, it is 
freedom to search for the truth. You don’t have freedom to search 
for the truth if your thinking must follow the party line or follow 

\ party discipline, so I think that the Communists are talking non 
sense when they shout academic freedom. 

Academic freedom is for the person who is unbiased, who is free to 
think. They want propaganda of some kind. 

Furthermore, academic freedom would be destroyed if they win 
out because they are trying to destroy the very kind of government 
which grants academic freedom. 

I can’t agree with them at all on their frequent charge about aca- 
demic freedom. They throw it at us constantly, but I think they are 
off completely on the wrong foot. 

Senator Weiker. Doctor, does the Communist carry out his activi 
ties solely in the classroom, or does he do them outside of the class- 
room ¢ 

Mr. Jansen. Well. it is hard, of course, for us to detect it in the 
classroom, because you would have to be physically present all the 
time, and you may recall that in the Communist Party doctrine at 
one point it is stated that the skill of a Communist teacher is measured 
by his ability to disguise his indoctrination, but people like Dr. Dodd 
and others who have been former Communists like her, have testified 
how teachers have tried to indoctrinate in the classroom, but they 
extend their activities far beyond the classroom. 

We know that they are actively preparing groups. We know that 
some have infiltrated into other organizations where they exert a power 
far beyond what their numbers would be expected to exert. 

Senator Easrtanp. Doctor, have you had attempts by Communist 
teachers in New York to indoctrinate students in the classroom ? 

Mr. JANsEN. It has been hard for us to prove it beyond reasonable 
doubt. 

We had one case where I think we could prove it, but, as I just 
mentioned, they can be very skillful about it, and unless you are 
there all the time it is physically impossible to detect: it. 

The Communist teacher can continually find things wrong with the 
United States and never find anything wrong with the Communist 
countries. 

Things of that kind can go on and unless you are present in the 
room all the time vou can’t detect it, but I am convinced that many 
of them do try in their subtle way, but, obviously, it is impossible for 
a supervisor who can be in the room only occasionally to detect. it. 

I wouldn't like to use the children to detect it because I think i 
would be a rather unfortunate day if we had to use the children the 
way the Russians do against their teachers. 
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Senator Easrnanp. That is right. The child would spy on the 
teacher. 

Mr. Jansmn. I hope we never come to that. 

Senator Easrnanp. What is your judgment about the number of 
Communist teachers in the city schools in New York? 

Mr. JanseN. That’s very difficult to say. There have been a num- 
ber of figures bandied about. We heard that one time there was sup- 
posed to be a thousand, not in the public schools, but a thousand in 
the metropolitan area. That would include the colleges, the private 
schools—and many of the smaller private schools have considerable 
numbers—and the public schools. 

We have heard the number 400. We have about 180 more that we 
have under investigation. 

Senator Easrnanp. You have about 180 more under investigation ? 

Mr. JaNsen. Yes. A number of them may be cleared. 

Senator Easrianp. And you fired how many ? 

Mr. Jansen. We fired 73 and we have 8 under suspension. It is 
very difficult therefore for me to say exactly how many there are. 

Keep in mind that we have 37,000 teachers in New York and 80 
is still only one-quarter of 1 percent, but I agree that a few can exert 
an influence far beyond their number. 

Senator Henprickson. Doctor, you were discussing a moment ago 
your objection to having the children spy on the teachers. With that 
I agree, but do you ever have any of the pupils or students come to you 
on their initiative and report on Communist activities ? 

Mr. Jansen. In my experience I have heard of two cases where 
youngsters went home and told their parents and the parents came, 
but in both cases we felt that the evidence we had was not strong 
enough for us to take any action. 

We cautioned the principal and we cautioned the teacher, but it 
didn’t seem to be sufficient for action. 

In all this inquiry may I say that we have tried to be very careful 
not to make any false accusations against anyone. We have moved 
carefully and slowly, but we think with complete justice to all 
concerned. 

Senator Wetxker. Doctor, a moment ago you made the statement 
that the Communists worked in the parent groups. May I ascertain 
from that that you mean parent-teacher associations and groups of 
that sort ¢ 

Mr. Jansen. Yes. In New York City parents’ associations are in 
many parts of the city made up almost wholly of parents and not so 
much of teachers, but in many of those groups there were evidences 
of Communist infiltration, especially now as we look back and compare 
what did take place with what we know now about the presence of 
Communists. 

Senator Weiker. Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, have you found that the faculties and local 
school authorities themselves can take the initiative in combating 
Communist infiltration ? 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I have heard it said by a number of persons. I 
doubt it because a faculty would find it very difficult to get started. 
The Communists are clever in hiding their membership from any- 
body but their own party members and the faculties don’t have the 
facilities for investigation. 
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[ think there is a real danger that if a faculty started to do all the 
investigation that you would find the faculty divided against itself, 
so that I doubt very much that a faculty can do the job effec tively. 

Senator Werker. Doctor, may I ask you this question: In your 
experience have you ever found a Communist to lie to you when you 
have asked him, you being his supervisor, whether or not he was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jansen. Yes, we had two cases that I recall very distinctly back 
in 1940. We hi ad 2 cases then of 2 people who lied not only to us, 
but they lied to a legislative committee under oath. They said they 
had never been Communists. 

Well, we had the evidence that they were. We brought them up on 
trial and they both were dismissed. Neither one defended himeclf 
cause the proof was so strong. 

Senator Werker. From the experience, then, I take it that it is 
your belief that at least most Communists cannot be believed under 
oath 4 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I'll put it this way: It’s a very important part 
of the Communist doctrine, which is reiterated from time to time, that 
lying is justified if it accomplishes the end. 

Senator Jenner. Doctor, do you plan to continue the work of elim- 
inating Communists from the schools and preventing them from ac- 
quiring positions in the educational system ? 

Mr. Jansen. Yes, we plan to continue. 

Mr. Morris. Do you find an increasing awareness on the part of the 
school authorities to the problem that you have been testifying about 
today ¢ 

Mr. JANsEN. Yes, I think school authorities are increasingly con- 
cerned because we know that school administrators and teacher organ- 
izations generally have all approved the principle that a Communist 
should not be employed by the public-school system. 

Furthermore, I have had a number of inquiries from superintend- 
ents of large cities asking for advice on how to proceed, and only last 
week I was invited to address a large number of school boards in the 
New York City area and explain to them how we were proceeding, so 
there is, I'd say, very definite interest in ridding the schools of 
Communists. 

Senator Jenner. Doctor, I came in late and I want to apologize 
for that. I had another committee meeting. 

I do not. know whether you covered it, or not, and if it is already in 
the record it is all right. I want the committee to know. 

Can you tell us how the Communists have attempted to thwart your 
work up there ? 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I have mentioned it, but I can mention it again. 

They have used every obstacle to deter me. They have smeared me 
orally and in written handbills and booklets. They have conducted 
meetings to tell people what a terrible man I am. They have come 
to meetings of the board of education and have tried to fight any action 
taken by the board. 

They have given out false statements as to the issues involved, 
houting academic freedom, and so forth, and they have, of course, 
thwarted us in every way that they could legally. 


be- 








656 SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS 


For example, my right to question, they took that to the State 
commissioner of education and when he sustained our view they went 
on tothe court. 

In our previous dismissals, they went to the court and kept an 
appeal there a long time and then finally dropped it, but everything 
we do we find — resistance to our moves. 

Mr. Morris. Dr. Jansen, do you find that the Communists single 
out anti-Communist e a ‘ments within the educational system, say, your- 
self, and Mr. Timone, who has testified before this committee, and 
exert pressure against those particular forces / 

Mr. Jansen. Yes; and they are particularly bitter against those 
who are fighting Communists. 

For example, all our teacher organizations are bitterly opposed to 
Communists except the one, the Teachers’ Union, and. they attack 
from time to time the heads of our various teacher organizations. 

They are perhaps most bitter at former Communists who have seen 
the light and their vituperation against those people reaches great 
heights. 

Mr. Morris. Is that, Doctor, because they recognize that the sincere 
ex-Communist who does testify and give evidence to school authorities 
wr legislative committees are the principal source of evidence against 
the Communists 4 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I suspect they see defeat to their efforts and the 
feeling of frustration that is coming over them is driving them to 
drastic methods. 

Mr. Morris. Does this pressure against anti-Communist elements 
in the educational system descend down to the individual schools? 

If. for instance, a teacher in some school is an active Communist, is 
pressure brought to bear against him ? 

Mr. Jansen. Not too much, for the simple reason that there is a 
danger of possible disclosure as to their communistic efforts, but we 
have had 1 or 2 schools where, as we look back now and see what 
teachers have been dismissed, we can now explain actions that took 
p lace in those schools against certain teachers. 

Mr. Morris. Have you had " particular example in any school where 
coordinated action took place by the faculty of that school to give you 
particular trouble ? 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I know of one school. I don’t think I should 
mention the particular school. 

Mr. Morris. You gave us the name of it in executive session, so we 
won't need to bring it out here. 

Mr. JANSEN. Yes. 

There is one school where there was a rather strong contingent of 
teacher-union members, some of whom have since been dismissed for 
refusing to either tell a legislative committee whether they were Com- 
munists or not, or refusing to answer my questions, where this group 
was rather strong, and the »y made life very miserable for their prin- 
cipal and for members of the staff, but things have ch: inged now and 
there is a beautiful spirit in that school because the ringleaders are 
gone. 

Mr. Morris. And you say some of those leaders, as you have de- 
scribed, have appeared before this committee; have they not ? 
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Mr. Jansen. Yes; some of them have appeared here and others we 
have preferred charges against because they refused to answer my 
questions, 

Senator WeLkerR. Senator Johnston of South Carolina, do you have 
a question ¢ 

Senator Jounston. I do not believe I have a question at this time. 

Senator WeL_ker. Senator Eastland? 

Senator Hendrickson ? 

Senator Henprickson. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman 

Senator Werker. Doctor, before concluding the hearing, I should 
say to you that at the termination of the 82d Congress the subcom- 
mittee of the Judiciary Committee, the Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee, made these recommendations and I want to ask you to listen to 
them and give us your observation with respect to them: 

First, that the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate con- 
tinue in the 83d Congress its investigation in this field. 

Second, that State legislatures give consideration to undertaking 
investigations such as that made by the New York State Legislative 
Committee of 1939-42, the Rapp-Coudert committee. 

Third, that school authorities, colleges, and local boards of education 
institute positive programs, not under the direction of Communists or 
Communist sympathizers, to teach both teachers and school pupils the 
nature of the Communist conspiracy that is attacking the whole struc- 
ture of our society. 

And, finally, that board of education give study to the program 
being undertaken by the New York City Board of Education to rid 
the schools under its jurisdiction of Communist teachers. 

We of the committee would like your observations upon those recom- 
mendations, Doctor. 

Mr. JANSEN. Perhaps I shouldn’t say too much about the last one, 
because that is very complimentary to us, but as far as the others are 
concerned, I agree with all of them. 

I think that the committee had not finished and its work should, 
therefore, be continued. Ido know that the Rapp-Coudert committee 
in New York State did a valuable piece of work and I think, therefore, 
that other States might very well undertake similar investigations. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you think the New York Legislature should 
have a committee now to investigate ? 

Mr. Jansen. It isn’t so necessary now, but I think in many other 
places where they have done nothing such a committee might well be 
formed. 

Senator Eastnanp. Where? 

Mr. Jansen. I take it there are very few States that have done any- 
thing like the Rapp-Coudert committee. 

Senator Easrtanp. In New York State what has been done outside 
of the city of New York in the schools over the State ? 

Mr. Jansen. Very little, I think. 

Senator Easrtanp. Do you think there is a need there for a legis- 
lative committee? Do you think it would be helpful 

Mr. Jansen. I should think so. This problem of communism isn’t 
confined to New York City, especially when you get to the college level, 
and it seems to me that you are finding the college people scattered 
all over. 
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Senator EastLanp. I agree with you. 

Mr. Jansen. I should say that it ought to be spread to other places. 

I agree very thoroughly with the other recommendations, that the 
schools teach about the nature of communism, and we have been doing 
that, we think, very effectively. We have two publications to go to the 
teachers once a month. One is called Strengthening Democracy. The 
other is called Curriculum and Materials. 

In both of those publications we have given the teachers a lot of 
information about communism as contrasted with democracy to help 
them. 

Furthermore, we have a number of the Government publications on 
our library list. There is one about three-eighths of an inch thick on 
communism. 

Maybe Mr. Morris can help me with the title. 

Mr. Morrts. Communism in Action ? 

Mr. JAnseN. Yes, Communism in Action. We have that in our 
library because that gives the students very helpful information. 

[ think children all over the Nation—I believe I am looking at some 
here—should be taught just what communism stands for, so I am in 
sympathy and in thorough agreement with those recommendations. 

Senator Jonnstron. I gather from your statement then that it is 
necessary for the differ ent State governments to probably have some- 
one looking into this matter of communism being spread before it takes 
roots too much ? 

Mr. Jansen. I would put it this way: I think that somebody outside 
of the schools themselves ought to do this because the school systems 
are not geared to make the investigations. They haven’t the facilities. 
They haven’t the help. We happen to be a very large city and I am 
devoting two full-time people to it, but smaller school systems don’t 
have those facilities, and I think some legislative body, perhaps com- 
mittees like this, should help them. 

Senator Jounston. Also along the same line, a great many of the 
States have no laws under which the schools can act to rid themselves 
of the Communists if they suspect any, so they need similar laws to 
what you have in New York, do you not think that is true? 

Mr. Jansen. Well, I should think so. I don’t know too much about 
laws of other States, but I should think that nationwide the character 
and fitness to teach of a teacher shouldn’t require too much more legis- 
lation to fire a teacher who is disloyal, but I’m not a lawyer, so I don’t 
know the answer to that. 

Senator Jounston. The reason I asked that question was because in 
a great many instances where you fire a teacher they carry you into 
court if you do not have something to back you up from a legal stand- 
point. 

Mr. Jansen. That is true. That is something that I think a legal 
group would have to look into to see to what extent additional legisla- 
tion is needed in the various States. 

Senator Eastianp. Do you not think that legislative committees in 
the different States could do a much better job than a congressional 
committee ? 

This is just one phase of its work. 

Mr. Jansen. I think that you have gathered some information which 
might be made available to other legislative groups and then they can 
build on what you have started. 
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Senator Weiker. Are there any further questions? 

Doctor, on behalf of Senator Jenner, the Chairman of this com- 
mittee, and every member of the committee, I want to thank you for 
this profound testimony. 

Thank you for your efforts in coming before us. We appreciate it 
sincerely, sir. 

Mr. JANSEN. I am very glad to come. 

(The findings of the Board of Education are as follow :) 


FINDINGS OF Fact AND DECLARATION OF POLICY WITH RESPECT TO MEMBERSHIP IN 
COMMUNIST PARTY, ETC. 


(As amended by the Board of Education) 


DECEMBER 6, 1951. 
To the Board of Education. 

GENTLEMEN: The superintendent of schools submits the following statement of 
findings of fact and declaration of policy concerning the Communist Party for 
consideration and approval: 

The conclusion is now inescapable that the Communist Party in the United 
States is and has been dedicated to the advocacy of the overthrow of our Govern- 
ment by force and violence. Based upon such conclusion, it is the announced 
policy of the board of education that a teacher or other employee who is a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party or of a group advocating the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence is not qualified to continue in the school system. 
Past membership in the Communist Party, or in a group advocating the over- 
throw of the Government by force and violence may establish present membership 
in the absence of a showing that such membership has been terminated in good 
faith. Even if it does not so establish present membership, past membership 
may be taken into account with other circumstances of the individual case in 
considering whether a teacher or other employee is disqualified. 

Entirely relevant to a teacher’s fitness for continued employment is the question 
of whether or not that teacher is now or has ever engaged in an illegal act or 
conspiracy. Where substantial reason exists to believe that a teacher is or has 
engaged in such activity, it is the duty of the superintendent, and, at his directive, 
any person in the employ of the board of education, to inquire as to such partici- 
pation and the extent thereof. Similarly, it is the duty of the teacher who may 
be the subject of such inquiry to make full and fair disclosure of the facts. Any 
failure or refusal on the part of the teacher to reveal the facts must be regarded 
as an act of insubordination and conduct unbecoming a teacher, subjecting such 
teacher to disciplinary proceedings as provided by law. 

The board of education takes official notice of the following facts and events. 
1. The enactment of the Federal Smith Act 

The Smith Act makes it unlawful for any person to 

(a) knowingly or willfully advocate, abet, advise, or teach the duty, neces- 
sity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying the United 
States Government by force or violence. 

(b) With intent to cause the overthrow of the United States Government, 
print, publish, edit, issue, circulate, sell, distribute, or publicly display any 
written or printed matter advocating, advising, or teaching the duty, etce., of 
destroying the United States Government by force or violence. 

(c) organize or help to organize or be or become a member of or affiliate 
with any group, or assembly of persons who teach, advocate, or encourage 
the overthrow or destruction of the United States Government by force or 
violence. 

In the trial had before Judge Medina, the 11 Communist leaders were convicted 
by a jury for violating the provisions of the Smith Act. 

2. The opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of the 11 

Communist leaders (Dennis et al. v. United States) 

The Supreme Court. in upholding the constitutionality of the Smith Act, held 
that the right of free speech is subject to the application of the “clear and present 
danger” rule. The Court held that a clear and present danger was shown to 
exist in the trial of the 11 Communist leaders and that they intended to effect 
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the overthrow of the United States Government as speedily as circumstances 
would permit. Their conspiracy to organize the Communist Party and to teach 
and advocate the overthrow of the Government by force and violence created “a 
clear and present danger” of an attempt to overthrow the Government by force 
and violence. 


3. The opinion of the circuit court of appeals in the Dennis case 


The circuit court of appeals, passing upon the sufficiency of the evidence to 
justify the jury’s finding of guilt, held that the evidence at the trial established 
that the leaders of the Communist Party intended to initiate a violent revolution 
whenever the propitious occasion appeared; that the Communist Party is a 
highly disciplined organization “adept at infiltration into strategic positions, 
use Of aliases and double-meaning language” and that its general goal is to 
achieve a successful overthrow of the existing order by force and violence. 

y. The decision in Garner v. Board of Public Works of the City of Los Angeles 

The Supreme Court of the United States here held that a municipality is not 
constitutionally forbidden to require that its employees disclose their past or 
present membership in the Communist Party or the Communist Political Asso- 
ciation; that past conduct may relate to present fitness; that past loyalty may 
have a reasonable relationship to present and future trust and that a provision 
barring from public service persons who teach, advocate, or advise the violent 
overthrow of the Government is valid and a reasonable regulation to protect 
the municipal service by establishing an employment qualification of loyalty 
to the State and to the United States. 


>». The decision in C. I. O. v. Douds 


In this case, the Supreme Court of the United States upheld the requirement 
for the filing of a non-Communist affidavit in connection with National Labor 
Relations Board matters. The Court stated that the Communist Party may 
carry on legitimate activities and that beliefs are inviolate but that Congress 
on the record before it might reasonably find that Communists, unlike members 
of other political parties, represent a continuing danger of disruptive political 
strikes when they hold positions of leadership. Of special significance in the 
Douds case is the concurring opinion by Mr. Justice Jackson. Mr. Justice Jack- 
son concludes that from information before its several committees and from 
facts of general knowledge, Congress could rationally conelude that, behind 
its political party facade, the Communist Party is a conspiratorial and revolu- 
tionary junta, organized to reach ends and to use methods which are incompati- 
ble with our constitutional system. This conclusion is reached, says Mr. Justice 
Jackson, by consideration of the following factors: 

A. The goal of the Communist Party is to seize powers of government by and 
for a minority rather than to acquire power through the vote of a free electorate. 

B. The Communist Party alone among American parties past or present is 
dominated and controlled by a foreign government. 

C. Violent and undemocratic means are the calculated and indispensable 
methods to attain the Communist Party’s goal. 

D. Every member of the Communist Party is an agent to execute the Com- 
munist program, 


6. The report of Trial Examiner Kiendl in the disciplinary trial of David Fried- 


man and seven other teachers 


After an exhaustive and protracted trial involving the issues herein discussed, 
Mr. Kiendl reported, as part of his findings, the following: 

A. “The trial examiner finds and reports that in this proceeding it was proved, 
as charged in specification I, that the Communist Party was at all pertinent 
times dedicated to the advocacy of the violent overthrow of the Government of 
the United States. The trial examiner further finds upon the evidence referred 
to that the respondent, as an active member of that party, is conclusively pre- 
sumed to have been bound to adhere to its ‘party line’ and to have been com- 
mitted to unquestioning obedience to its leadership as charged in specification II. 
Such adherence and obedience are manifestly inconsistent with the standards 
of conduct the public has every right to expect and demand from its school- 
teachers in this city.” 
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B. “* * * the trial examiner finds and reports that active membership in the 
Communist Party constitutes cause for dismissal of a teacher in the public 
schools of the city of New York.” 

©. Referring to the respondent’s refusal to answer questions with respect to 
membership in the Communist Party—*There was here rank insubordination, 
defiance of duly constituted authority, and transparent equivocation, all de 
signed to prevent the disclosure of the true facts by the respondent to his 
superior. His conduct was tantamount to a refusal to answer the questions 
despite his protestations at the time to the contrary. It was his clear duty to 
answer, just as it was the clear duty of the superintendent of schools to ask the 
very questions propounded. * * * The respondent’s refusal and evasion con 
stitute insubordination and conduct unbecoming a teacher and cause for his 
dismissal as charged in specification III; and the trial examiner so finds and 
reports.” 


7. The unanimous adoption by the Board of Education on February 8, 1951, of 
the findings, reports, and recommendations of Trial Examiner Kiendl as 
set forth above. 


8. The decision in People of the State of New York v. The International Workers 
Order, Inc. 


9. Section 12a of the Civil Service Law 

This provision of law declares ineligible for appointment and for continuance 
in employment in civil service or as a teacher any person who advocates, ad 
vises, or teaches or who organizes or who helps to organize or become a member 
of any group or society which advocates or teaches that the Government of the 
United States should be overthrown by force or violence or by unlawful means. 


10. The holding in the Pratt case 


The acting commissioner of education of the State of New York, in sustaining 
the dismissal of a teacher charged with membership in the Communist Party, 
pronounced the policy of the State department of education to be that a teacher 
who by direct or indirect participation in the activities of any organization 
which seeks by force or violence or any other unlawful means to overturn the 
Government, forfeits his right of tenure in his position. 


11. The declaration of policy by the New York State Legislature in enacting 
chapter 360 of the Laws of 1949 (Feinberg law). 

“The legislature further finds and declares that in order to protect the 
children in our State from subversive influence it is essential that the laws 
prohibiting persons who are members of subversive groups, such as the Com 
munist Party and its affiliated organizations, from retaining employment in the 
public schools be vigorously enforced.” 


12. The report of the Rapp-Coudert committee condemning the employment of 
Communists in the school system. 


13. The expression of the Board of Education as reflected in the minutes of the 
special meeting of the board held on February 7, 1950. 


At this meeting the president of the board stated: “The board of education is 
unanimously of the opinion that Communists should not teach in our public 
schools.” 


14. The policy of the National Education Association of the United States. 


The representative assembly of the National Education Association on July 
7, 1950, adopted the report of its committee on resolutions which provided, 
among other things: “Members of the Communist Party shall not be employed 
in our schools.” 

This report was readopted at the 1951 convention. 


15. The Soviet Union is intent on spreading Communism throughout the world 
by aggressive means, thus threatening the welfare, peace, and existing order 
of the Government of the United States. 


The findings of this board, herein contained, are made without prejudice to the 
rights of any teacher who may be accused of subversive activity, and are not 
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intended to impair any safeguards available to such teacher by reason of any 
rule, statute, or law. Such accused teacher may, during all stages of any pro- 
ceeding in which he may be involved, controvert the evidence offered of his 
membership in the Communist Party or any other subversive group with knowl- 
edge of the illegal aims and purposes of such party or group. 
Very truly yours, 


WILLIAM JANSEN, Superintendent of Schools. 
Senator WELKER. The subcommittee will be in recess. 


(Thereupon, at 11:30 a. m., the subcommittee was recessed, to recon- 
vene subject to call of the Chair.) 
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